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PRELUDE

PRESENTATION OF COLORS BY MEMBERS OF THE UNT ARMY ROTC MAVERICK BATTALION

NATIONAL ANTHEM*

WELCOME 
Michael R. Williams, D.O., M.D., M.B.A.

President

GREETINGS FROM THE BOARD OF REGENTS

MILITARY COMMISSIONING 
Dennis P. Shingleton, M.S., M.B.A., Colonel, U.S. Army, Retired

Fort Worth City Councilman

PRESENTATION OF THE HSC HEALTH AWARD 

PRESENTATION OF THE PRESIDENT’S AWARD 

PRESENTATION OF THE CHANCELLOR’S AWARD

PRESENTATION OF THE FOUNDERS' AWARD

PRESENTATION OF THE PRESIDENT’S ALUMNI AWARD FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DOCTOR OF PHARMACY DEGREE
Suresh Madhavan, Ph.D., M.B.A.

Dean, System College of Pharmacy

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR MASTER OF LIFESTYLE HEALTH SCIENCES
AND COACHING, MASTER OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT STUDIES

AND DOCTOR OF PHYSICAL THERAPY DEGREES
J. Glenn Forister, Ph.D., PA-C

Dean, School of Health Professions

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR MASTER OF SCIENCE,
MASTER OF HEALTH ADMINISTRATION, MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH,

AND DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY DEGREES 
Dennis Thombs, Ph.D., Ed.D., M.A.

Dean, School of Public Health

*Audience Please Stand
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PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR 
MASTER OF SCIENCE AND DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY DEGREES 

J. Michael Mathis, Ph.D., Ed.D.
Dean, Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR 
DOCTOR OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE DEGREE 

Frank Filipetto, D.O.
Dean, Texas College of Osteopathic Medicine

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR 
MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND

DOCTOR OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE DEGREES  
Frank Filipetto, D.O.

Dean, Texas College of Osteopathic Medicine

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR 
DOCTOR OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE

AND DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY DEGREES  
J. Michael Mathis, Ph.D., Ed.D.

Dean, Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences

CONFERRING OF DEGREES 
Dr. Michael R. Williams

RECOGNITION OF CANDIDATES

SYSTEM COLLEGE OF PHARMACY OATH
Cait Gibson, Pharm.D.

Assistant Professor, Pharmacotherapy

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT OATH 
Lauren Dobbs, M.M.S., PA-C

Associate Professor and Interim Chair, Physician Assistant Studies

PHYSICAL THERAPY OATH 
Myles Quiben, P.T., Ph.D., D.P.T., M.S.

Chair, Physical Therapy

OSTEOPATHIC OATH 
Dr. Frank Filipetto



RECESSIONAL* 

GRAND MARSHAL
April Wiechmann, Ph.D.

Chair of the Faculty Senate

PIANIST
Michael Soto, M.M.

UNT School of Music

SOLOIST
Erica Simmons, M.M.
UNT School of Music

HSC HEALTH AWARD FOR SCHOLARLY EXCELLENCE

The HSC Health Award for Scholarly Excellence will be given to a graduate who distinctly represents scholastic achievement
with an emphasis on clinical practice.

PRESIDENT’S AWARD FOR SCHOLARLY EXCELLENCE

The President’s Award for Scholarly Excellence is presented to the student who distinctly represents scholarly excellence
with an emphasis on academic achievement.

CHANCELLOR’S AWARD FOR SCHOLARLY EXCELLENCE

The Chancellor’s award for Scholarly Excellence recognizes the outstanding graduate from the UNT Health Science Center
at Fort Worth with an emphasis on scholarly research.

FOUNDERS' AWARD

The Founders’ Award is the highest honor bestowed by The University of North Texas Health Science Center at Fort Worth 
(HSC).  The Founders’ Award is given in honor of Texas College of Osteopathic Medicine founders, George J. Luibel, DO, Carl 
E. Everett, DO and D. D. Beyer, DO.  The award is presented in recognition of significant contributions or service to health care 

and/or medical education.  Recipients shall have demonstrated the highest character and integrity and be an exemplary role model 
whose recognition will enhance the reputation of the HSC Founders’ Award.

PRESIDENT’S ALUMNI AWARD FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE

The President’s Alumni Award for Distinguished Service is given to an alumnus who demonstrates their commitment to our 
mission, creating solutions for a healthier community, through outstanding personal and professional achievement. This award 

recognizes servant leaders and role models for change. Each year, alumni who challenge conventional approaches to social, clinical 
or personal issues in order to achieve excellence will be recognized.
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W. RAND HORSMAN
HSC Vice President for Human Resources (retired)

Rand Horsman, who has supported HSC team members for 25 years, is the 2020-21 
recipient of the HSC Founders’ Award. 

Mr. Horsman joined HSC in 1987 and built the Human Relations Department into a 
professional team that supported the faculty and staff with great compassion and fairness. 
He was known by all for his generosity and gentle outgoing spirit.

Rand retired in 2012 but his legacy of service to HSC is unmatched. In 2001, he founded the “Rand Horsman 
Scholarship Golf Tournament”.  To this day, tournament proceeds help HSC employees and dependents pay for 
education costs to the colleges of their choice. Since its inception, The Rand Horsman Scholarship fund has awarded 
over one-hundred and forty, $1,000 scholarships.  In 2021 alone, thirty-two HSC team members or dependents were 
RHS recipients.

The Founders’ Award is the highest honor given by HSC in recognition of significant contributions to support health 
care and/or osteopathic medical education. It is named for the Texas College of Osteopathic Medicine founders, 
George J. Luibel, DO; Carl E. Everett, DO; and D.D. Beyer, DO.

RAY D. PAGE
D.O., Ph.D., Medical Oncology Specialist

Dr. Ray Page, who has treated thousands of cancer patients with care and compassion, is 
the 2020-21 recipient of the President’s Alumni Award for Distinguished Service.

The 1991 Texas College of Osteopathic Medicine graduate of the inaugural DO/PhD 
program is a medical oncologist and hematologist at The Center for Cancer and Blood 
Disorders in Fort Worth. Esteemed by his colleagues, Dr. Page is known as an outstanding 
oncologist, talented researcher and generous educator. His penchant for developing health 

care policy has made him a strong political advocate for cancer patients.

Dr. Page is driven to develop new chemotherapy drugs that give hope to others. He has been the Principal Investigator 
for more than 250 oncology clinical trials. He is committed to helping train the next generation of health providers to 
be innovative leaders in their field.

The President’s Alumni Award for Distinguished Service was created in 2017 to honor an HSC graduate for their 
outstanding personal and professional achievements in their field.

A W A R D S  B I O S

THE FOUNDERS' AWARD

THE PRESIDENT'S ALUMNI AWARD FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE
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CANDIDATES FOR 
DOCTOR OF PHARMACY 

DEGREE

Samson Abebe

Leah Adams

Luis Aguilera Garcia

Vianca Agustin

Mitra Aliha

Armaghan Amani

Ezemdi Anosike

Kevin Balderas

Gita Bidari Niraula

Kaitlyn Bradley

Courtney Butler

Aaron Cherian

Ryan Chishimba

Me-Kyoung Choi

Irma Cruz

Joshua Darden

Grant DeHoogh +

Rebecca Deville §
Christus Santa Rosa Westover Hills

San Antonio, Texas

Niobe Eapen

Sarah Edwards §
Incarnate Word Feik School of Pharmacy

San Antonio, Texas

Nazanin Elmi

Alvine Esther Epanya Mbango §
Randalls/Texas A&M University

Houston, Texas

Caren Estoll

Antoinette Eyebe

Emily Fung

Benjamin Gal

Aaron Gilbert

Alyssa Hall

Kady Hinh

Ellias Hishmeh

Erika Hoang

Madeleine Holguin §
Medical Center Hospital

Odessa, Texas

Antoine Holmes

Sanjida Hoque

Salma Hussain

Miriam Ihekwaba

Judith Ihezie

Lauren Jenkins

Brandon Jimenez

Fatima Khan

Jenny Le

Minh Le

Sophia Le §
Medical City Arlington

Arlington, Texas

Tony-Tan Le

Deidra Lee

Elina Lee

Julian Lee

Phillip Lozano

Samantha Ma

Tara Magallon

Baldemar Martinez

Carolina McNeal

James Mitchell

Josue Monclova

Katherine Muilenburg §
Texas Health Harris Methodist

Fort Worth, Texas

Arti Nangrani

Catherine Nguyen

Kathy Nguyen

Nicole Nguyen

Phuong Nguyen

Quinn Nguyen

Tony Nguyen

Collins Njoku

Gladys Ogeto

Dipa Patel

Sydney Petersen §
West Virginia University Medicine

Morgantown, West Virginia

To Quyen Phan

Lawrence Quach

Sara Rasul

Edgar Rivas

Rohit Sampat

Kathleen Saucedo

Harold Schumacher

Joshua Sloan

Christopher Solomon

Frank Ssentamu

Joseph Suarez

Eris Swanzy

Sayna Tahririan

+Posthumous Degree          § Indicates Residency Placement
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Luwam Tekle §
Banner University Medical Center

Phoenix, Arizona 

Tayler Tinsley

Elizabeth Tran

Nicholas Tran

Van Truong

Samantha Watson

Jeffrey Wilson

Kimberly Wong

Semhar Zerezghi

CANDIDATES FOR 
MASTER OF LIFESTYLE 

HEALTH SCIENCES AND
COACHING DEGREE

Sarina Bekerman

Sabrina Benn

Nathaniel Brandom

Kaelinda Brown

Gretchen Bui

Lauren Carter

Kirsten Croll

Scarlet Dejesus

Mahder Fentahun

Denise Fox

Brenna Glodowski

Kimberly Goold

Luwanna Hobbs

Crysta Hollins

Samantha Honse

Nicole James

Akira Katagiri

Mariah Knagg

Jeanne Lamb

Ashley Lilburn

Rhonda London

Annabel Luna-Smith

Monique Martinez

Rubin Mathew

Shanna Mello

Erin Mills

Holly Neal

Robert Oliva

Sarah Razi

Lindsey Sumner

Susan Tracy

Najat Woolen

CANDIDATES FOR 
MASTER OF PHYSICIAN 

ASSISTANT STUDIES
DEGREE

Laura Abell

Stacy Baker

Kailyn Bibbee

Courtney Boone*

Meghan Bowen

Paige Bowser

Chelsi Boykin

Tyler Branham

Emily Buehler

Christen Carter

Grace Chen

Caroline Clifton

Kaylee Coffman

Emma Cummins

Courtney Fernandez

Rachel Gardner

Madi Garrett

Madison Gilmore*

Ethan Goss

Amy Grafa

Joanna Hall

Madison Harmon

Bryn Jensen

Emily Jih

Jennifer Julius*

Brent Katz

Caroline Kerlick

Brigette Korth

Isabel Laiseca-Ruiz*

Kelsey Leveling

Mei Li

Diane Liu

Teegan Luckemeyer

Laura Macke*

Erick Magallanes-Coronado

Ashley Maler

Amanda May

Sydney Mccloskey

Jonathan Meadows

Kiran Mianoor

*With Honors          § Indicates Residency Placement
 7



8

2 0 2 1  C A N D I D A T E S

CANDIDATES FOR 
MASTER OF PHYSICIAN 

ASSISTANT STUDIES
DEGREE

(continued)

Meagan Moore

Alyssa Mueller

Bianca Munoz

Jaison Ninan

John Norman*

Taylor Pack*

Jasey Patterson

James Payne*

Kenzie Perryman*

Aaron Potter*

Rebecca Ranous

Regan Richardson

Paige Rosa*

Shireen Rostami

Olivia Saavedra

Anmol Sadruddin*

Anna Sanders

Kristin Shaffer

Sarah Shaffer*

Mason Siddiqui*

Kathryn Springfield

Jaimie Story

Kelly Tanase*

Amber Thomas

Shelby Thomas

Farhana Tori*

Stephanie Touch

Laura Turner

Bianca Venecia

Tess Walters

Hallie Williams

Anna Winnicki

Emily Younger

Sydney Zetterberg

CANDIDATES FOR 
DOCTOR OF 

PHYSICAL THERAPY
DEGREE

Roselyn Atoyebi

Darby Banks

Stephanie Beasley

Richard Bell

Emily Bow*

David Brefo

Annika Bustos

Audrey Coleman*

Taylor Dare

Kevin Davies

Elias Demissie

Pam Diu*

Heather Elswick

Taylor Geringer

Richard Gorski

Lezirel Gracia

Darla Harmon

Rachel Herring

Kaitlyn Hollingshead

Allison Janssen

Claire Kilpatrick

Mersida Kolenovic

Rebecca Leissner

Macy Liles*

Liana Logsdon

Abbie Lynn*

Caroline McKinley

Taylor Mccullough

Natali Mesa

Sarah Miscisin

Megan Pellacani-Richey

Monica Penfield*

Fritzi Quinones Sifuentes

Caesar Ramirez*

Amanda Renfro*

Maria Rousseva

Lindsey Scales*

Jana Schammel

Annalee Scott*

Paige Walls
  

CANDIDATES FOR 
MASTER OF SCIENCE

DEGREE

Kranthi Swaroop Koonisetty

Sydney Manning*

Suprena Poleon

Madison Smith

*With Honors 
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Kayla Tate

Cameron Zielke

CANDIDATES FOR 
MASTER OF HEALTH 
ADMINISTRATION

DEGREE

Hina Ajaz*

Kartika Ayyappan*

Lydia Ford*

Lydia Ironside*

Aminata Ka*

Ravi Kolli

Hamza Kachwala

Parvathy Nair Prasannan*

Varun Reddy

Erin Sam*

Jacqueline Tran

Jonathan Tran
  

CANDIDATES FOR 
MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH

DEGREE

Ahmad AbuSulb

Oluwaduntobi Adeyemi

Brittany Ajoku*

Zelmy Allen

Lilian Ameh

Iqra Ansari

Tera Ashe

Vincent Augustain

Anthea Ayebaze

Makenzie Bender

Lettena Berhan

Sreekanth Cheruku

Allison Christian*

LaRhonda Daniels

Claire Deahl

Amber Deckard*

Palak Desai*

Paige Gray

Mustapha Kamara

Tiffany Khamnungthai-Juarez*

Joanna Li*

Rachel Linker

Traci Lohbeck*

Kiera Long

Deepshika Medapalli

Siya Mehtani*

Fantaye Merid

Vanessa Meza-Ceballos

Aamir Mohamed

Nadine Monforte

Edward Monroy*

Jessica Moore

Sima Mozdbar

Tashinga Mupambo

Dhara Patel

Nihmath Nasiha Pattamaniar 
Sultan Maliq   

Jodi Patterson

Alice Phillips*

Alexandra Reed

Breana Rucker

Carley Salerno

Brittney Sanderson

Rekha Shenoy

Sameera Siddiqui

Ysabel Smith

Melissa Starker

Angela Taylor*

Chelsea Trujillo

CANDIDATE FOR 
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

DEGREE

Helen Orimoloye
“The impact of medication therapy management on 

polypharmacy in people living with HIV/AIDS”
Major Professor: Sumihiro Suzuki, Ph.D.

 CANDIDATES FOR 
MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE

(NON-THESIS)

Maryam Abdul-Moheeth

Ashley Abraham

Katalina Acevedo

Aisha Ahmed

Ayesha AkhtarMalik+

Ayomide Akinsooto

Patience Akobundu Ehiogu

Edward Alaytsev

Alia Ali

Aliza Ali

+Posthumous Degree          *With Honors
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CANDIDATES FOR 
MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE

(NON-THESIS)
(continued)

Benjamin Allen

Wayne Alliston

Aaron Alterman

Nisha Anbu

Shika Andhole

Josephs Anudokem

Sadiyya Badat

Brianna Baine

Mark Barakat

Estefania Barba

Heba Bhat

Jourdan Blair

Jane Buell

Lauren Burns

Isabella Cano

Ngan Cao

Maximiliano Cedeno Hahn

Chao Alison

Kristine Chau

Sampada Chaudhari

Naveed Chaudhry

Emil Chauhan

Apurva Chavali

Dana Clary

Lindsay Cline

Kai Covin

Austin Decker

Fatma Deligonul

Maya Deplaza

Michaela Digilio

Ai-Thien Do

Cita Dunn

Meaghan Edwards

Shayma Ellahi

Kiyana Ellison

Katelynn Evans

Lauren Farrell

Ryan Fazio

Luis Fernandez

Charles Foster

Frank Frankovsky

Caitlyn Frost

Jerry Gao

Aaron Garcia

Lauren Gardner

Veeravenkata Garikiparthy

Ann George

Shristi Ghimire Adhikari

Edward Gomez

Ivan Gonzales

Claudia Gonzalez

Jordan Gonzalez

Fernando Gracia

Sarah Grove

Rusheel Guduru

Katie Hall

Hae Sol Han

Elizabeth Hang

Sabrina Haque

Jennifer Harms

Spencer Hays

Allison Hendon

Margo Hood

Erin Horne

Timothy Hughes

Kaitlin Huizinga

Whitney Huynh

Nwamaka Iloani

Bismah Ismail

Hannah Jackson

Fatemeh Jafari Roshan-Zamir

Argelis James

Holly Jarzynka

Ramiz Kara

Jack Kelly

Abdul-Hafiz Khalaf

Bilal Khurshid

Chol Ho Kim

Emily Kim

Katharine Kluge

Katherine Koepp

Paul Koester

Siddharth Kortikere

Christiana Koufteros

Alain Kwizera

Kieu-Tam Tylana La

Kevin Ladd

*With Honors
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Anthony James Laico

Gabriella Lamanteer

Claire Lancaster

Nicholas Lanfermeijer

David Lanford

Christine Le

Trang Le

Joshua Leaf

Andrew Lewis

Daisha Lewis

Todd Liang

Yao Liang

Linda Lin

Kayla Lopez

Vy Ly

Prathyusha Mahasamudram

Syeda Mahmood

Nash Malicdan

Octavia Malin

Annie Man

Arely Martinez

Maria Martinez

Joelle Massaad

Shelbin Mattathil

Maxine Angela Mauricio

Nicholas Melott

Laura Miranda

Kirtana Murali

Bharati Murthy

Syeda Najam Us Sahar

Sam Najjar

Daniel Navid

Nathan Neal

Jimmy Nguyen

Kenny Nguyen

Mai Nguyen

Mara Jemeline Nisnisan

Marl Nnuro

Mary O'Donnell

Bogdana Oliynyk

Ian Orantes-Orellana

Alvin Ouseph

Tehrim Pabani

Priya Patel

Smruti Patel

Audrey Peacock

Canyon Phan

Vanessa Phan

Rahul Pillai

Tricia Post

Mujtaba Quraishi

Eric Ramirez

Sabra Ramirez

Sandhiya Ravichandran

Reza Razvi

Elysse Reyes

Jessica Reyes

Nicoles Richards 

Victoria Roberts

Stuart Row

Eman Rustom

Skylar San Miguel

Jessica Scheve

Harlee Schneider

Jim Schroeder

Mariel Schroeder

Annika Schwartzenberg

Amanda Seiffert

Vidur Shah

Safia Sharif

Ishani Sharma

Shivani Sharma

Tyler Simonek

Ben-Allen Singh

Ryan Smith

Prakriti Srivastava

Chandler Stanteen

Joseph Stephens

Caleb Stone

Dillon Stone

Daniela Suarez

Rebecca Suk

Umar Syed

Canisia Tatah

Justin Thamsorn

Usha Thotakura

Isabella Threeton

Nicholas Tran

Kathleen Uchal

Nabeel Uddin

Jimreeves Varghese

Rio Velasquez

Daniel Villarreal Acha
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CANDIDATES FOR 
MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE

(NON-THESIS)
(continued)

An-Randy Vu

Minh Vu

Amanda Wall

Mitchell Wilson

Matthew Wofford

Haley Wolf

Ko-Lin Wu

Safa Zia

Miguel Zuniga Alvarez

Melanie Zschappel

CANDIDATES FOR 
MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE

(THESIS)

Christopher Abad-Jacobi
“Long-Term Neurodegenerative Effects and 

Biomarkers of Repetitive Traumatic Brain Injury”
Major Professor: Derek Schreihofer, Ph.D.

Kulsum Abdali
“Slow Recovery of Cerebral Perfusion during 

Hypotension in Elderly Humans”
Major Professor: Xiangrong Shi, Ph.D.

Sara Aldeeb
“Sexual Dimorphism within Dental Microstructure”

Major Professor: Emma Kathryn Handler, Ph.D.

Ethan Barrett
“Survey of Clinical Research Industry Site Success 

among Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
Pandemic”

Major Professor: Pankaj Chaudhary, Ph.D.

Ian Dadeboe
“Computational Pharmacology Towards

G512 Inhibitors”
Major Professor: David Siderovski, Ph.D.

Ronnie Doud
“Association of Pain Sensitivity with Outcome 

Measures for Quality of Life, Functional Ability and 
Current Pain Intensity in Chronic Low Back Pain”

Major Professor: Nathalie Sumien, Ph.D.

Jonathan Ferguson
“Neuroprotective Effects of Topically Delivered 

SA-2 Nanoparticles in a Mouse Model
of RGC Injury”

Major Professor: Dorota Luiza Stankowska, Ph.D.

Taylor Gilliland
“The Effect of Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 

Disorder (ADHD) on Vestibular Outcomes 
Following a Sports-Related Concussion”

Major Professor: John Cameron Millar, Ph.D.

Nicholas Hanan
“Methods to Reduce Medication Errors and 

Improve Medication Adherence for Patients Facing 
a Language Barrier”

Major Professor: Kimberly G. Fulda, Dr.PH.

Lyndee Higgs
“Assessing Ecogeographic Variation in the

Nasal Passages Utilizing Semilandmark
Geometric Morphometrics”

Major Professor: Scott David Maddux, Ph.D.

Diandra Lombard
“Retrospective Analysis of Phase 4 Clinical

Trial to Evaluate the Sustained Effect of
Droxidopa in Symptomatic Neurogenic

Orthostatic Hypotension”
Major Professor: Stephen O. Mathew, Ph.D.

Katherine Oaxaca
“Investigating the effect of 17β-estradiol on 24(S)-
hydroxycholesterol concentration in brain tissue”

Major Professor: Laszlo Prokai, Ph.D.

Madison Parker
“The Effects of Osteopathic Manipulation 

Techniques on the Lymphatic System”
Major Professor: Lisa Michelle Hodge, Ph.D.

Jennifer Pham
“Development and in vitro characterization of 

gemcitabine loaded nanoparticles for pancreatic 
cancer therapy”

Major Professor: Amalendu Prakash Ranjan, Ph.D.

Rajiv Rangan
“miRNA Profiling of Human Optic Nerve Head 

Astrocytes Exposed to Cyclic Stretch”
Major Professor: Tara Tovar-Vidales, Ph.D.

Ryan Rusy
“Investigating the Use of Resistance Breathing for 

the Detection of Acute Hypovolemia”
Major Professor: Caroline Alice Rickards, Ph.D.

Cooper Stevenson
“The Effects of Ad5.CMV.hTGFβ2C226/228S

on AHD in Mice”
Major Professor: John Cameron Millar, Ph.D.

Andrew Su
“The Effect of Tooth Loss on

Craniofacial Morphology”
Major Professor: Rachel Ann Menegaz, Ph.D.

Ammaar Tajani
“Testosterone Replacement Therapy: Role in 

Modulating Oxidative Stress within the
Entorhinal Cortex”

Major Professor: Rebecca Lynn Cunningham, Ph.D.

Zachary Terrell
“Effects of Osteopathic Manipulative Treatment 
on Parkinsonian Gait: A Statistical Parametric 

Mapping Analysis”
Major Professor: Rita M. Patterson, Ph.D.

Stephen Thai
Protein Biomarkers of Estrogenic Impact on the 

Mouse and Rat Uterus
Major Professor: Laszlo Prokai, Ph.D.

Heather Trinh
“Oral and Gut Microbiome in Chronic Sleep 

Restriction Mice Models”
Major Professor: Robert Clinton Barber Jr., Ph.D.
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Elizabeth Wilson
“Prenatal Hypoxic Insults Impact

Brain Vulnerability”
Major Professor: Rebecca Lynn Cunningham, Ph.D.

Bisma Zulifqar
“Provider's Satisfaction with Provision of Prenatal 

Care during the COVID-19 Pandemic”
Major Professor: Kimberly G. Fulda, Dr.PH.

CANDIDATES FOR 
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 

DEGREE

Renuka Chaphalkar
“Endothelin-1 mediated decline in mitochondrial 

function contributes to neurodegeneration
in glaucoma”

Major Professor: Raghu Krishnamoorthy, Ph.D.

Carmen Claudio
“Carisoprodol's Pharmacological Properties at 

GAB-A Receptors, in vitro studies”
Major Professor:  Nathalie Sumien, Ph.D.

Jiangnan Hu
“Thrombolytic and Cerebral Organoid-Based 

Treatments for Ischemic Stroke”
Major Professor: Robert Clinton Barber Jr., Ph.D.

Ella Kasanga
“Strategies and Mechanisms to Reduce Locomotor 

Impairment in Aging and Parkinson's Disease”
Major Professor: Michael Francis Salvatore, Ph.D.

Navita Lopez
“The Role of TGFB2 Signaling and miRNAs in 

Optic Nerve Head Remodeling”
Major Professors: Tara Tovar-Vidales, Ph.D. and 

Abbot Frederick Clark, Ph.D.

Joseph Malaer
“Characterization of Markers on Pancreatic and 
Colon Cancer Stem Cells to Enhance Natural 

Killer Cell Effector Functions”
Major Professor: Porunelloor, Mathew, Ph.D.

Viviana Mancilla
“Effects of a Synthetic Amino Acid Diet: Insights 

from the Gut Microbiome, Inflammation,
and Behavior”

Major Professor: Michael Shane Allen, Ph.D.

Anthony Oppong-Gyebi
“The Role of Aging and Length of Hypogonadism 

on the Neuroprotective Effects of Dietary Genistein 
following Focal Ischemia”

Major Professor: Derek Schreihofer, Ph.D.

Oluwatobiloba Osikoya
“The Role of Uterine Perivascular Adipose Tissue 

in Maternal Uterine Vascular Adaptations
to Pregnancy”

Major Professor: Yu-chieh Wang, Ph.D.

Pinkal Patel
“The role of mechanosensory TRPV4 channels 
in nitric oxide signaling in intraocular pressure 
homeostasis and its impairment in glaucoma”

Major Professor: Gulab Zode, Ph.D.

Amanda Roberts
“Role of Toll-Like Receptor 4 Signaling and 
Fibronectin EDA in Regulating Normal and 

Glaucomatous Intraocular Pressure”
Major Professor: Abbot Frederick Clark, Ph.D.

Talisa Silzer
“Transcriptomic Signatures of Cognitive 

Impairment”
Major Professor: Nicole Phillips, Ph.D.

Bing Song
“Mutual Independence of Loci in Databases of 
Multi-locus Genotypes: Application in Human 

Identification and Population Genetics”
Major Professor: John V. Planz, Ph.D.

CANDIDATES FOR 
DOCTOR OF OSTEOPATHIC 

MEDICINE  DEGREE

Haneen Abdelkhaleq
Family Medicine

University of Texas Southwestern Medical School
Dallas, Texas 

Kian Abdul-Baki*
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Medical Branch
Galveston, Texas 

Alfred Abraham
Family Medicine

Baylor University Medical Center
Dallas, Texas 

Joshua Allen

Enrique Alvarez-Ventura
Emergency Medicine

HCA Medical City Healthcare
Arlington, Texas 

Kyle Ames
Urology

Charleston Area Medical Center
Charleston, West Virginia 

Jennifer Archer
Family Medicine

University of Texas Health Science Center - Tyler
Athens, Texas 

Shelby Armstrong-Kager*
Family Medicine

Long Beach Memorial Medical Center
Long Beach, California 

Kristopher Aten*
Internal Medicine

Methodist Health System
Dallas, Texas 

Ariella Azimi
Internal Medicine

Methodist Health System
Dallas, Texas

Madeline Bartram
Obstetrics & Gynecology

HCA Medical City Healthcare
Arlington, Texas 

Brooke Beck
Emergency Medicine

John Peter Smith Hospital
Fort Worth, Texas 

*With Honors
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Cameron Beck
Orthopaedic Surgery

John Peter Smith Hospital
Fort Worth, Texas 

Chloe Benichou
Obstetrics & Gynecology
Baystate Medical Center

Springfield, Massachusetts 

Joshua Bernal
Family Medicine

Kettering Health Network
Grandview, Ohio 

Shweta Bhatnagar
Internal Medicine

McLaren Health Care Corporation
Lansing, Michigan 

Brandon Bito
Obstetrics & Gynecology

HCA Medical City Healthcare
Arlington, Texas 

Sterling Blackham
Pediatrics

University of Nebraska Medical Center
Omaha, Nebraska 

Taylor Blackwood
Orthopaedic Surgery

Texas Tech University Affiliate
Lubbock, Texas  

Benjamin Bopp
Anesthesiology

University of Toledo
Toledo, Ohio

Theodora Browne
Psychiatry

University Hospitals
Jackson, Mississippi 

Jordan Brzezny
Diagnostic Radiology

Louisiana State University Health Science Center
Shreveport, Louisiana 

Isaac Burnett
Family Medicine

University of Texas Health Science Center 
Tyler, Texas 

Maryam Burney
Internal Medicine

HCA Medical City Healthcare
Weatherford, Texas 

Rajeha Butt
Internal Medicine

Swedish Covenant Hospital
Chicago, Illinois 

Marcus Byrd
Family Medicine

Texoma Medical Center
Denison, Texas 

Blake Casey
Family Medicine

Texas A&M
College Station, Texas 

Natalia Cavagnaro
General Surgery

HCA Houston Healthcare/University of Houston
Houston, Texas 

Shannon Chang
Obstetrics & Gynecology

HCA Houston Healthcare/University of Houston
Houston, Texas  

Peyton Chapman Martin
Pediatrics

University of Oklahoma College
of Medicine

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Ritika Chaubey*
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Health Science Center
San Antonio, Texas 

Huma Chaudhry
Family Medicine

Christus Health - Spohn
Corpus Christi, Texas 

Ryan Cherian
Family Medicine

Christus Health - Spohn
Corpus Christi, Texas 

Holy Chor
Pediatrics

Baylor Scott & White Medical Center
Temple, Texas 

Cassandra Chouinard
Family Medicine
Sparrow Hospital

Lansing, Michigan 

Ellen Cocanougher
Obstetrics & Gynecology

University of Kansas School of Medicine
Wichita, Kansas 

Braylee Collins
Neurology

Baylor Scott & White Medical Center
Temple, Texas 

Shelby Collymore
Family Medicine

HCA Medical City Healthcare
Arlington, Texas 

Anna Cooke
Pediatrics

University of New Mexico School of Medicine
Albuquerque, New Mexico  

Zachary Coston*
Family Medicine

Baylor University Medical Center
Dallas, Texas

Ceferino Cruz
Family Medicine

HCA Medical City Healthcare
Arlington, Texas 

*With Honors
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Mitchel Cruz
Family Medicine

Oklahoma State University Center
for Health Sciences

Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Caleb Curry*
Pediatrics

University of Texas Med School
Houston, Texas 

Parker Dalglish
Emergency Medicine

Saint Vincent Health Center
Erie, Pennslyvania 

Catherine Daniel
Obstetrics & Gynecology
Methodist Health System

Dallas, Texas 

Oliver De Asis
Internal Medicine-Preliminary 
HCA Medical City Healthcare

Weatherford, Texas 

Nathan DeRon
Internal Medicine

Methodist Health System
Dallas, Texas 

Taylor Deushane
Emergency Medicine
University Hospitals
Jackson, Mississippi 

Mahima Dhume
Obstetrics & Gynecology
John Peter Smith Hospital

Fort Worth, Texas  

Austin Dickerson*
Internal Medicine

Baylor University Medical Center
Dallas, Texas 

Jennifer Duong
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Ohio Health-Doctors Hospital
Columbus, Ohio 

Landon Eggleston
Emergency Medicine

University of Illinois College of Medicine
Chicago, Illinois 

Kunal Elete
Internal Medicine

HCA Medical City Healthcare
Fort Worth, Texas 

Matthew Etherington
Emergency Medicine

Tower Health/Reading Hospital
West Reading, Pennslyvania 

Layla Farahani
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Health Science Center
Tyler, Texas 

Molly Farrell*
Neurological Surgery

University of Texas Health Science Center 
San Antonio, Texas 

Jeanne Feng
Family Medicine

Baylor Scott & White Medical Center
Round Rock, Texas 

Melissa Few
Family Medicine

Memorial Hermann Hospital
Sugar Land, Texas  

Emerson Fillippa
Family Medicine

Texas Institute for Graduate Medical Education
& Research

Laredo, Texas 

Francis Fischer
Internal Medicine

Methodist Health System
Dallas, Texas 

Miles Fisher
Child Neurology

Vanderbilt University Medical Center
Nashville, Tennessee 

Kristina Fraser
General Surgery

University of Kansas School of Medicine
Wichita, Kansas 

Jacob Freudenberger
Emergency Medicine

University of Texas Southwestern Medical School
Dallas, Texas 

Abhinaya Ganesh
Child Neurology

Vanderbilt University Medical Center
Nashville, Tennessee 

Kelly Gee
Internal Medicine

Methodist Hospital
Houston, Texas 

Sharyn Geis
Emergency Medicine

University of Arkansas College of Medicine
Little Rock, Arkansas 

Joseph Giattino*
Internal Medicine

University of Texas at Austin Dell Medical School
Austin, Texas  

Brian Giebel
Internal Medicine

Baylor Scott & White Medical Center
Temple, Texas

Jorge Gonzalez
Internal Medicine

University of Texas at Austin Dell Medical School
Austin, Texas 

Alexandra Granado
Psychiatry

John Peter Smith Hospital
Fort Worth, Texas 

Sarah Grebennikov
Internal Medicine

Ohio Health - Riverside Methodist
Columbus, Ohio 

*With Honors
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Lilly Hammack
Internal Medicine
Kaiser Permanente

Santa Clara, California 

Ayah Hamza
Pediatrics

University of Texas Medical Branch
Galveston, Texas 

Payton Harris*
Orthopedic Surgery Research

Harris Methodist
Fort Worth, Texas

Bhavik Hirapara
Internal Medicine

Methodist Health System
Dallas, Texas

Alison Ho
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation
Baylor University Medical Center

Dallas, Texas 

Anh Thu Hoang
General Surgery

Lehigh Valley Hospital
Allentown, Pennslyvania 

Julie Hong
Pediatrics

Oklahoma State University - Osteopathic Medical 
Consortium of Oklahoma

Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Beatrice Huang
Psychiatry

University Hospitals
Jackson, Mississippi 

Anusha Hussain
Obstetrics & Gynecology

HCA Medical City Healthcare
Arlington, Texas 

Jacob Huston-Cravens
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Health Science Center 
San Antonio, Texas 

Carlye Huynh
Pediatrics

University of Oklahoma College
of Medicine

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Omar Ibarra Aleman
Pediatrics

University of Connecticut School of Medicine
Hartford, Connecticut 

Nisha Issac*
Pediatrics

Phoenix Children’s Hospital
Phoenix, Arizona 

Mahnoor Javed
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Medical Branch
Galveston, Texas 

Rishita Jessu
Transitional Year

John Peter Smith Hospital
Fort Worth, Texas 

Melissa Johnnidis
Psychiatry

Texas Institute For Graduate Medical Education
& Research

San Antonio, Texas 

Kevin Kadado
Internal Medicine

University of Kansas School of Medicine
Wichita, Kansas 

Carley Karam
Surgery - Preliminary

University of Texas Health Science Center 
San Antonio, Texas 

Sofia Kayamali
Pediatrics

University of Texas Health Science Center 
San Antonio, Texas 

Lexy Kindt
General Surgery

Hennepin County Medical Center
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Jonathan Koehler
Internal Medicine-Preliminary 
HCA Medical City Healthcare

Weatherford, Texas  

Christina Koo
Internal Medicine

HCA Healthcare/University of South Florida 
Largo, Florida 

Andrew Kramer*
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation

University of Utah Health
Salt Lake City, Utah

Dennis Kulp
Internal Medicine

Community Memorial Health System
Ventura, California

Kevin Kurian
Internal Medicine

Baylor Scott & White Medical Center
Temple, Texas 

Alfred Laborde
Family Medicine

Oklahoma State University - Osteopathic Medical 
Consortium of Oklahoma

Ada, Oklahoma 

Hannah Lamar
Family Medicine

John Peter Smith Hospital
Fort Worth, Texas 

Blair Levesque*
Family Medicine

Baylor University Medical Center
Dallas, Texas 

Tommy Li
Anesthesiology

Baylor College of Medicine
Houston, Texas 

*With Honors 
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Christine Lin
General Surgery

HCA Medical City Healthcare
Arlington, Texas  

Joshua Lindsley*
Emergency Medicine

University of Texas Southwestern Medical School
Dallas, Texas 

Jonathan Lopez
Emergency Medicine

Merit Health
Wesley, Mississippi 

Vinh Lu
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Medical Branch
Galveston, Texas 

Steven Mai
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Medical Branch
Galveston, Texas 

Tu Mai
Family Medicine

Christus Health - Spohn
Corpus Christi, Texas 

Stephanie Mak
Psychiatry

Palm Beach Consortium for GME
Palm Beach, Florida

Prasun Mandal
Surgery - Preliminary
Saint Joseph Mercy
Oakland, Michigan 

William Mangin
Internal Medicine

HCA Medical City Healthcare
Arlington, Texas 

Hannah Marvin
Emergency Medicine

Charleston Area Medical Center
Charleston, West Virginia  

Timithy McClellan
Internal Medicine-Preliminary 
HCA Medical City Healthcare

Weatherford, Texas

Cara McDermott
Psychiatry

Baylor Scott & White Medical Center
Temple, Texas 

Dallas Miller
Internal Medicine

Saint Elizabeth's Medical Center
Boston, Massachusetts 

Matthew Mitts
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Baylor College of Medicine
Houston, Texas 

Ava Moorhead
Family Medicine

HCA Houston Healthcare/University of Houston
Houston, Texas 

Ali Mosa
Anesthesiology

HCA Healthcare/University of South Florida 
Oak Hill, Florida 

Paige Moudy
Transitional Year

University of Kentucky Medical Center
Bowling Green, Kentucky 

Sameera Muqueet
Internal Medicine

HCA Medical City Healthcare
Fort Worth, Texas 

Divya Naik
Internal Medicine

Methodist Health System
Dallas, Texas  

Courtney Nail
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Charleston Area Medical Center
Charleston, West Virginia 

Andrew Nash
Family Medicine

Saint Anthony Hospital
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Ashley Ngo
Family Medicine

Methodist Hospital
Houston, Texas 

Andrew Nguyen
Pediatrics

University of Nebraska Medical Center
Omaha, Nebraska 

Hannah Nguyen
Pediatrics

Louisiana State University School of Medicine
New Orleans, Louisiana 

Harvard Nguyen
Pediatrics

Baylor Scott & White Medical Center
Temple, Texas 

Lisa Nguyen
Family Medicine

Christus Health - Spohn
Corpus Christi, Texas 

Tam Nguyen
Family Medicine

Abrazo Health Network
Phoenix, Arizona 

Thuy Nguyen
Internal Medicine

Baylor Scott & White All Saints Medical Center
Fort Worth, Texas 

Morgan O’Neal
Internal Medicine-Preliminary 
HSC Medical City Healthcare

Weatherford, Texas

Travis Odom
Emergency Medicine

Baylor University Medical Center
Dallas, Texas  

*With Honors 
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Amanda Paramore
Family Medicine

Cahaba Medical Care
Centreville, Alabama 

Alexis Parks 
Internal Medicine

University of South Alabama Hospitals
Mobile, Alabama

Nidhi Patel
Family Medicine

Methodist Health System
Dallas, Texas 

Katelyn Pauls^
Family Medicine
Naval Hospital

Jacksonville, Florida 

Tram Pham
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation

University of New Mexico School of Medicine
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

Sarah Picard
Pediatrics

University of Texas at Austin Dell Medical School
Austin, Texas 

Jonathan Pineda*
General Surgery

Rutgers-New Jersey Medical School
Neward, New Jersey 

Samantha Pinedo
Family Medicine

Valley Medical Center
Renton, Washington 

Amanda Plein
Psychiatry

John Peter Smith Hospital
Fort Worth, Texas 

Julie Potter
Pediatrics

University of Arkansas College of Medicine
Little Rock, Arkansas  

Patrick Prazak*
Family Medicine

Memorial Hermann Hospital
Sugar Land, Texas

Matthew Pueringer
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Medical School
Houston, Texas 

Justin Puia
Family Medicine

In His Image Family Medicine Residency
Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Shawn Rahman
Orthopaedic Surgery

John Peter Smith Hospital
Fort Worth, Texas 

Carly Randall
Child Neurology

University of Virginia
Charlottesville, Virginia 

Pawanpreet Randhawa
Psychiatry

University of Texas Health Science Center
Tyler, Texas 

Aishwarya Rathod
Family Medicine

Baylor Scott & White Medical Center
Temple, Texas 

Jordan Read
Orthopaedic Surgery

Western Reserve Hospital
Cayuhoga, Ohio 

Alexander Reeb
General Surgery

University of Kansas School of Medicine
Kansas City, Kansas 

Mary Ann Reed
Family Medicine

Spectrum Health/Michigan State University
Grand Rapids, Michigan  

Christelle Reeves
Obstetrics & Gynecology 

HCA Medical City Healthcare
Arlington, Texas

Kassandra Reyes
Neurology

University of Texas at Austin Dell Medical School
Austin, Texas 

Conner Reynolds
Diagnostic Radiology

University of Arizona College
of Medicine

Tucson, Arizona 

Maryam Riaz
Internal Medicine

Baylor Scott & White Medical Center
Temple, Texas 

Jacob Robinson*
Anesthesiology

Baylor Scott & White Medical Center
Temple, Texas 

Benjamin Romanowski
Neurology

University of Louisville School of Medicine
Louisville, Kentucky 

Matthew Romney^
Anesthesiology

Brooke Army Medical Center
San Antonio, Texas 

Tony Roshan
Family Medicine

University of Texas Medical School
Houston, Texas 

Jeffery Ross
Emergency Medicine

Baylor University Medical Center
Dallas, Texas 

*With Honors          ^Students Receiving Military Commissioning 
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Sukanya Roy
Family Medicine

University of Texas Medical Branch
Galveston, Texas  

Erika Rudolph*
Pediatrics

University of Texas at Austin Dell Medical School
Austin, Texas

Deborah Sajan
Family Medicine

Valley Baptist Medical Center
Harlingen, Texas 

Hamza Salim
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Medical Branch
Galveston, Texas 

Justin Salman*
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Medical School
Houston, Texas 

Nancy Sang
Family Medicine

HCA Medical City Healthcare
Fort Worth, Texas 

Monika Schmitt
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation

New York U Grossman School of Medicine
New York City, New York 

Melissa Schullek
Child Neurology

Baylor College of Medicine
Houston, Texas 

James Scott
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Medical Branch
Galveston, Texas 

Kareen Shaw^
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation
Walter Reed Army Medical Center

Bethesda, Maryland  

Jeremy Shi^
Transitional Year

William Beaumont Army Medical Center
El Paso, Texas

Zachary Shields
Emergency Medicine

HCA Medical City Healthcare
Arlington, Texas 

Ribesh Shrestha
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Health Science Center 
San Antonio, Texas 

Brandon Sivoravong
Family Medicine

Methodist Health System
Dallas, Texas 

Claire Smith 
Pediatrics

University of Oklahoma College
of Medicine

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Clay Smith
Pediatrics

Oklahoma State University Center
for Health Sciences

Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Gregory Smith
Family Medicine

University of Missouri-Kansas City Programs
Kansas City, Missouri 

John Smith
Internal Medicine

Zucker SOM-Northwell Lenox Hill Hospitals
New York City, New York 

Katelyn Smith
Family Medicine

Texas Institute For Graduate Medical Education
& Research

Laredo, Texas 

Lauren Smithwick
Emergency Medicine

University of Texas Health Science Center
San Antonio, Texas  

Hywel Soney
Internal Medicine

Methodist Health System
Dallas, Texas

Abigail Sprunger
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Methodist Hospital
Houston, Texas 

Swathi Sridhar
Anesthesiology

University of Texas Med School
Houston, Texas 

Blake St. Louis*
Anesthesiology

Medical College of Georgia
Augusta, Georgia

Nivedha Sukumar
Pediatrics

University of Texas Medical School
Houston, Texas 

Zachary Sumner
Family Medicine

Christus Health - Santa Rosa
San Antonio, Texas 

Katelyn Tate
Psychiatry

Baylor College of Medicine
Houston, Texas 

Prachi Thapar
Family Medicine

University of Texas Southwestern Medical School
Dallas, Texas 

Kevin Thompson*
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Health Science Center
San Antonio, Texas  

Brittnie Tran
Family Medicine

Memorial Hermann Hospital
Sugar Land, Texas 

Quang Tuan Tran 

*With Honors          ^Students Receiving Military Commissioning 
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Sophia Tran
Family Medicine

Texas Tech University Affiliate
El Paso, Texas 

Emily Tutt
Family Medicine

University of Wyoming
Casper, Wyoming

Paige Vicenzi
Pediatrics

University of Texas at Austin Dell Medical School
Austin, Texas 

Marcus Villarreal
Pediatrics

University of Texas Health Science Center 
San Antonio, Texas 

Sara Vivatson
Pediatrics

Phoenix Children's Hospital
Phoenix, Arizona 

Laith Wahab
Internal Medicine

Baylor Scott & White Medical Center
Temple, Texas 

Rachel Walker
Family Medicine

Texas Tech University Affiliate
Amarillo, Texas 

Shawnee Wallace
Pediatrics

Baylor College of Medicine
San Antonio, Texas  

Jarrod Warnock^
Internal Medicine 

Brooke Army Medical Center
San Antonio, Texas

Alexa Westberg Czmowski
Family Medicine

North Colorado Medical Center
Greeley, Colorado

Trevor Williams
Emergency Medicine

Inspira Health
Vineland, New Jersey

Natalie Willis
Pediatrics

University of Texas at Austin Dell Medical School
Austin, Texas 

Brent Winemiller
Transitional Year

HCA Healthcare/University of South Florida 
Bayonet Point, Florida 

Joseph Wright
Family Medicine

Texoma Medical Center
Denison, Texas 

Nadeen Yassine
Internal Medicine

Lewis Gale Medical Center
Salem, Virginia 

Emily Zakhary
Emergency Medicine

University of North Carolina Hospitals
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 

Samad Zia
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Health Science Center 
Tyler, Texas 

CANDIDATES FOR 
MASTER OF PUBLIC 

HEALTH AND DOCTOR OF 
OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE 

DEGREE

Parsa Azam
Psychiatry

Louisiana State University School of Medicine
New Orleans, Louisiana  

Elizabeth Douglas
Internal Medicine

University of Massachusetts Medical School
Worcester, Massachusetts 

Nishan Gajjar
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Medical Branch
Galveston, Texas 

Bryndis Grissom
Psychiatry

University of Nebraska Medical Center
Omaha, Nebraska 

Jonathan Hughes
General Surgery
Harris Methodist
Fort Worth, Texas 

David Lam
Family Medicine

McLennan County Family Medicine
Waco, Texas 

Sneha Sudanagunta
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Richmond University Medical Center
Staten Island, New York

CANDIDATES FOR 
DOCTOR OF OSTEOPATHIC 
MEDICINE AND DOCTOR OF 

PHILOSOPHY DEGREE

Jessica Hersh
Family Medicine

University of Texas Health Science Center
Athens, Texas  

“Modulation of Astrocyte Phenotype in Response 
to T-cell Interaction”

Major Professor: Shaohua Yang, Ph.D.

Victor Lin
Anesthesiology

University of Michigan Hospitals
Ann Arbor, Michigan

“Journeying with N-glycanase 1 - Orphan Disease 
to Novel Anticancer Target”

Major Professors: Yu-chieh Wang, Ph.D. and 
Rebecca Lynn Cunningham, Ph.D.

*With Honors          ^Students Receiving Military Commissioning 
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THE  PHARMACIST  OATH

I PROMISE TO DEVOTE MYSELF to a lifetime of service to 
others through the profession of pharmacy. In fulfilling this vow:

I will consider the welfare of humanity and relief of suffering my 
primary concerns.

I will apply my knowledge, experience and skills to the best of 
my ability to assure optimal outcomes for my patients.

I will respect and protect all personal and health information 
entrusted to me.

I will accept the lifelong obligation to improve my professional 
knowledge and competence.

I will hold myself and my colleagues to the highest principles of 
our profession’s moral, ethical and legal conduct.

I will embrace and advocate changes that improve 
patient care.

I will utilize my knowledge, skills, experiences and values to 
prepare the next generation of pharmacists.

I take these vows voluntarily with the full realization of the 
responsibility with which I am entrusted by the public.

THE  PHYSICAL THERAPY OATH

AS I ENTER THE PROFESSION to practice as a physical 
therapist, I solemnly and willingly pledge the following upon 
my honor:

I will accept full responsibility for the roles, obligations 
and actions of the physical therapist.

I will place the interests and needs of patients above my own.

I will demonstrate respect, compassion and empathy for all 
individuals by advocating on their behalf.

I will consistently use current knowledge by embracing 
advancement, by challenging mediocrity, and by promoting 
high standards for practice, education and research. 

I will engage in excellence of care by collaborating and 
communicating effectively with colleagues, with other 
professionals, and most importantly, with the patient.

I will steadfastly adhere to high ethical principles, professional 
standards, and all rules and regulations that govern the physical 
therapy profession.

I will provide physical therapy services with humility to benefit 
patients, serve the profession, and positively influence society.

Thus, I accept the responsibilities that accompany the practice 
of physical therapy by freely binding myself to this oath.

THE  PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT  OATH

I DO HEREBY PLEDGE my loyalty to the Physician Assistant 
profession into which I am about to enter. 

I will strive to apply my skills only with the utmost respect 
for the well-being of humanity; being ever vigilant in aiding 
the general welfare of the community, sustaining its laws and 
institutions, and not engaging in those practices which will in 
any way bring shame or discredit upon myself or my profession.

I will endeavor to work in accord with my colleagues in  
a spirit of progressive cooperation and never by word or by act  
cast imputations upon them.

I will not permit considerations of nationality, politics, prejudice 
or material advancement to intervene between my work and this 
duty to present and future generations.

I vow to practice my profession with conscience and dignity.

In the presence of this gathering I bind myself to this oath, 
making it solemnly, freely and upon my honor.
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I DO HEREBY AFFIRM my loyalty to 
the profession I am about to enter.

I will be mindful of my great responsibility
 to preserve the health and the life of my patients, 

to retain their confidence and respect
both as a physician and a friend who will 

guard their secrets with scrupulous honor and fidelity,
 to perform faithfully my professional duties, 

to employ only those recognized methods of treatment 
consistent with good judgment and with my skill and ability, 

keeping in mind always nature’s law 
and the body’s inherent capacity for recovery.

I will be ever vigilant in aiding the general welfare of the community,
sustaining its laws and institutions, not engaging in
 those practices which will in any way bring shame

 or discredit upon myself or my profession.
I will give no drugs for deadly purposes to any person, 

though it be asked of me.

I will endeavor to work in accord with my colleagues
in a spirit of progressive cooperation

 and never by word or by act cast imputations 
upon them or on their rightful practices.

I will look with respect and esteem upon 
all those who have taught me my art.

To my college I will be loyal and strive always for its best interests
and for the interests of the students who will come after me. 

I will be ever alert to further the application 
of basic biologic truth to the healing arts and 

to develop the principles of osteopathic medicine 
as taught by my profession.

In the presence of this gathering 
I bind myself to this oath.

THE OSTEOPATHIC OATH



R E G A L I A

THE PAGEANTRY AND DRESS of the academic procession 
are inherited from the medieval universities of the 11th and 
12th centuries. Academic life as we know it began in the Middle 
Ages, first in the church and later in the teaching guilds, where 
dress was the outward sign of privilege and responsibility.

Principal features of academic dress are the gown, cap and hood. 
In 1895, American universities agreed upon a definite system of 
academic dress, which was revised in 1932.

While it originally may have been worn as protection against 
the cold of unheated buildings, the flowing gown today is a 
symbol of the democracy of scholarship. It is black for all dress, 
with pointed sleeves for the bachelor’s degree. For the doctoral 
degree, the gown is also faced down the front with velvet, and 
its sleeves are trimmed with three bars of velvet in the color 
representative of the faculty or discipline to which the
degree pertains.

The academic cap is a sign of freedom of scholarship, and the 
responsibility and dignity with which scholarship endows the 
wearer. The color of the tassel denotes the degree level. 

The hood is trimmed with one or more chevrons of a secondary 
color on the ground of the primary color of the college. The 
color of the facing denotes the discipline represented by the 
degree. The color lining designates the college or university 
from which the dress was granted. Hoods are lined in graphite 
and teal, the colors of The University of North Texas 
Science Center at Fort Worth. Graduates receiving Doctor 
of Osteopathic Medicine degrees and Master of Physician 
Assistant Studies degrees have gowns and hoods trimmed in 
green. Graduates receiving Doctor of Philosophy degrees have 
gowns and hoods trimmed in blue and Doctor of Physical 
Therapy graduates have gowns and hoods trimmed in teal. 
Graduates receiving Master of Science degrees have hoods 
trimmed in gold. Graduates receiving Doctor of Public Health 
and Master of Public Health degrees have hoods trimmed in 
salmon with Master of Health Administration graduates wearing 
hoods trimmed in white. Graduates receiving a Doctor of 
Pharmacy degree have gowns and hoods trimmed in olive.
 

Medallions worn by some faculty are for the academic 
commendation for excellence. They are given to those who 
have received the highest possible ranking on their posttenure 
review. President’s Faculty Award recipient medallions honor 
their contributions to education, research or clinical care. 
Gold cords designate academic honors to the top 10% of 
graduates in the Texas College of Osteopathic Medicine 
and System College of Pharmacy, top 20% of graduates in 
Physician Assistant Studies and top 10% of graduates in the 
School of Public Health. The graduate from each academic 
program who was honored with the Dean’s award will wear a 
traditional stole indicating the honor. The blue and white silk 
cords worn by some faculty and students signify membership 
in Sigma Xi, the scientific research society. Public Health 
graduates and faculty who have been accepted into the Delta 
Omega Honorary Society wear the traditional stole of black 
and salmon.  Red and blue cords are worn by Public Health 
graduates who have been accepted into the Upsilon Phi Delta 
Honor Society. Physician Assistant Studies graduates and 
faculty who have been accepted in the Pi Alpha Honor Society 
wear the traditional honor cords of blue and green. Gold and 
green cords are worn by TCOM faculty and graduates that 
have been accepted into the Gold Humanism Honor Society. 
The brown and white cords are worn by TCOM graduates 
who participated in the Rural Osteopathic Medical Education 
(ROME) Scholars program.

The University of North Texas Health Science Center at 
Fort Worth graduates who are veterans of the United States 
military are recognized by wearing navy blue stoles adorned 
with the stars and words, “Valor and Respect, United States 
Veteran.” The red, white and blue cords are worn by graduates 
who are currently active-duty or will become active-duty upon 
graduation.
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ACADEMIC  REGALIA
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THE MACE

ONCE A FAMILIAR WEAPON in medieval combat, the 
mace evolved over time into a symbol of rulership, and then 
became associated with the pride of a nation and its origins.

Later, the mace was adopted by universities as a symbol 
of the power of the academic quest for truth and wisdom. 
It was, and still is, carried at academic processions not 
only to bring authority to ceremonial occasions, but also 

to symbolize the unity and aspirations of the collegial 
community. The mace is a mahogany staff bearing the seal 
of The University of North Texas Health Science Center 
at Fort Worth on one side and the seal of the University of 
North Texas on the other. A laurel wreath encircles the two 
seals, symbolically tying them together. The staff signifies 
the continuous filling and outpouring of knowledge within 
the academic institution.

THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS HEALTH 
SCIENCE CENTER AT FORT WORTH is located in 
the heart of the Cultural District creating solutions for 
a healthier community through education, research and 
patient care. Established in 1970 with the founding of the 
Texas College of Osteopathic Medicine, the name of the 
institution was changed to The University of North Texas 
Health Science Center at Fort Worth with the addition 
of the Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences in 1993. 
In 1999, HSC became a part of the University of North 

Texas System.  Today, the six-school campus comprises the 
Texas College of Osteopathic Medicine, Graduate School 
of Biomedical Sciences, School of Public Health, School 
of Health Professions, College of Pharmacy and the TCU 
and HSC School of Medicine. Our faculty constitutes 
HSC Health, a multi-disciplinary group medical practice 
with a focus on primary care and preventive medicine. 
Key areas of inter-professional strength include aging and 
Alzheimer’s disease, applied genetics, primary care and 
prevention.

THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER AT FORT WORTH

Congratulations and welcome to
the HSC Alumni Association.

www.unthsc.edu/alumni

Alumni Association


