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WELCOME 
Michael R. Williams, D.O., M.D., M.B.A.

President

Charles Taylor, Pharm.D.,
Provost and Executive Vice President 

RECOGNITION OF STUDENT AWARDS

UNT Health Award for Scholarly Excellence
The UNT Health Award for Scholarly Excellence will  be given to a graduate who distinctly represents 

scholastic achievement with an emphasis  on clinical  practice.

President’s  Award for Scholarly Excellence
The President's  Award for Scholarly Excellence i s  presented to the graduate who distinctly represents 

scholarly excellence with an emphasis  on academic achievement.

Chancellor’s  Award for Scholarly Excellence
The Chancellor’s  Award for Scholarly Excellence recognizes the outstanding graduate f rom

the UNT Health Science Center with an emphasis  on scholarly research.

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES
Dr. Charles Taylor

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF DEGREES
Dr. Michael R. Williams

CLOSING REMARKS
Dr. Michael R. Williams
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DEANS' MESSAGES

Suresh Madhavan, Ph.D.,  M.B.A.
Dean, System College of  Pharmacy

 
J.  Glenn Forister,  Ph.D.,  PA-C

Dean, School of  Health Professions

Dennis L.  Thombs, Ph.D.,  Ed.D.,  M.A.
Dean, School of  Public Health

J.  Michael Mathis,  Ph.D.,  Ed.D.
Dean, Graduate School of  Biomedical Sciences

Frank Filipetto,  D.O.
Dean, Texas College of  Osteopathic Medicine

OATHS
 

SYSTEM COLLEGE OF PHARMACY OATH
Adenike Atanda, Pharm.D.

Assistant Professor,  Pharmacotherapy

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT OATH 
Thomas Diver,  M.P.A.S.,  PA-C

Assistant Professor,  Physician Assistant Studies

PHYSICAL THERAPY OATH 
Myles Quiben, Ph.D.,  D.P.T.

Chair,  Physical  Therapy

OSTEOPATHIC OATH
Dr. Frank Filipetto
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CANDIDATES FOR 
DOCTOR OF PHARMACY 

DEGREE

Farnoosh Ahmadi

Princess Ananti §

Ondria Arias

Andrew Beckman

Elizabeth Berihun §

Romana Brand

Teresa Bruno

Jessie Bui

Thu Bui

Brandon Buss

Janine Castro

Henna Choi

Ije Chukwu

Abigail Cole §

Jordyn Collins

Joseph Collins

Cecilia Daskas

Tiffany Doan

Anh Dong

Randy Doud

Marc Esquivel §

Caitlin Fellers §

Chastiney Gray

Jacob Hall

Steven Hauf

Michael Herrera

Jason Herrington

Jessica Hiney §

Ji Hong

Marielisa Huerta §

Jonathan Huo

Jenny Hutto

Katherine Huynh

Razan Istelinides

Kendall Johnson

Joseph Johnston §

Monica Kean

Shereen Khalil

Ashton Klouda

Stephanie Korlie

Lara Lai

Lina Le §

Vu Le

Alan Mai

Brandon Mai

Shane Malekouti-Briran

Daniel Mancha

Rychlend Martin-Horne

Kebra McDougal

Peter McKee

Gerry Meach

Roberto Montealegre §

Marie Rose Mutabaruka

Michelle Ng

Cam Tu Nguyen

Hang Nguyen

Henry Nguyen

Hoang Nguyen

Minh Nguyen

Sheena Nguyen

Tina Nguyen

Tran Nguyen

Vincent Vu Nguyen

Vincent Q Nguyen

Natalie Ondiegi

Nariman Panahi

Darshan Patel

Dhara Patel

Andrew Pham

Heily Pham

Kathlynn Tram Pham

Hoang Dung Phan

Tien Phan

Mivielis Rivera §

Elizabeth Robinson

Meherma Saeed

Moro Salia^

Morgan Saulsberry

Nicole Shaw

Kelli Sims §

Stephanie Spurgers

Chau Ngoc Bao Tran

Huyen Tran

Jennie Tran

Kelly Tran

Khang Tran §

Kim Chi Truong

^Students Receiving Military Commissioning         §Indicates Residency Placement 
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Ngoc Truong

Dang Vu

Jacey Vu

Katherine Vu

Blake Wassom §

Jessica Weinland

Wendy Wilcoxon

Christy Xavier

CANDIDATES FOR 
MASTER OF PHYSICIAN 

ASSISTANT STUDIES
DEGREE

Brooke Alden*

Hailey Alford

Amy Allen

Meredith Allen

Annalee Alston

Rija Amir

Kelly Ashworth

Ryan Benner

Molly Berrier

Anita Boulom

Micah Bowman

Alyssa Brion

Justin Burns

Abby Cahill

Jamie Callahan

Gabriela Camacho

Emily Cavazos

Justin Comrie*

Mackenzie Dainty*

Bethany Dempsey

Alexandra Enzor

Leanne Esbayhat

Amelia Etzel*

Amanda Flores

Julia Forsberg*

Lindsay Lapucha

Aleksandra Fuller

Tierney Gonzales

Lindsey Graff

Dylan Graham

Eric Graham

Daisy Herrera-Vazquez

Brittany Ho

Emily Holloway

Michelle Huang*

Haylee Hughes*

Sean Jamieson*

Jessica Johnson

Harmeet Kaur

Savannah Kemp

Kole Knutson

Emily Lau

Katherine Mankus

Merin Mathew

Meghan McMahon

Grant Michalak

Sonya Mohan

Mary Morgan*

Valerie Orourke*

Iqra Parupia

Abigail Plec

Sharonica Powell

Madison Pryor

Jessie Ramsey

Madison Roman

Laura Rozell

Bryanne Ruder*

April Ruggiano

Michelle Shropshire*

Jerome Siegel

Cori Sparks

Jordan Stellato

Sarah Story

Shannon Swickard

Kayla Thornhill

Jacob Torre

Gloria Vertin

Kelli Vogler*

Mackenzie Warner*

Lauren Weise

Jourdan Whorley*

Alexa Wingo

Erica Zeitz

*With Honors          §Indicates Residency Placement 
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CANDIDATES FOR 
DOCTOR OF 

PHYSICAL THERAPY
DEGREE 

Sarah Abromowitz

Sonali Aggarwal*

Sharee Aguirre

Kelly Ansley*

Evan Barnes

Chelsea Barron

Katherine Bramlett

Madison Butzer

Kari Byrd

Stephanie Coffey

Megan Daniel*

Jensen George

Nathan Halford

Jeremy Hawkins

Kelsi Hendrix

Zachary Henry*

Carolina Herrera

Tracy Holsberry

Nathan Kent*

Corrie Maguire

Dustin Mallory

Kayla Martinez

Savannah Martinez

Edward McKeown

Ana Mendez

Hailey Miller

Jacob Miller*

Rachael Mobley

Julian Morgan*

Meghan Pollard

Brianna Reynolds

Carmel Rohani

Summer Said

Duncan Simoneaux

Joey Tat

Edith Torres

Max Tosaw

Kelly Tran

Ruth Trimble

Armando Villarreal

Kelli White

Erin Williams*

Ashley Wilson

Robert Wilson

Ashlee Winkle*

CANDIDATES FOR 
MASTER OF SCIENCE

DEGREE

Samiha Chowdhury

Eleena Dhakal

Shelby Lineberry

Vishruti Pandya*

Caitlynn Reeves

Bingchun Wan

CANDIDATES FOR 
MASTER OF HEALTH 
ADMINISTRATION

DEGREE

Londyn Beal

Bibi Berly Varghese

Katelyn Butler

Callie Campbell*

Daniela Figueroa

Colson Files

Manasa Garg*

Lindsey Gerhardt

Asha Gummadi*

Katherine Mann*

Aakshita Monga*

Milan Patel

Stephanie Rosenwinkel*

Juan Sanchez Duarte

Lauren Schrader

Paridhi Sheth

Chiamaka Udoye

CANDIDATES FOR 
MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH

DEGREE

Sujita Adhikari

Callie Adkins

Julia Aiken*

Melanie Akakuru

Idara Akpan*

*With Honors
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Alicia Allen

Sushmitha Ananth

Moyosola Babatunde

Jannet Barrera

Molly Beyer

Michael Bradley

Sara Brandon

Brian Chan*

Kiran Chatha

Bruce Crow*

Claire Deahl

Jacob Farris

Tom Fleming

Angelica Fuentes

Coulter Galvan

Cierria Graves

Emily Hardin

Alexandria Holden

Joy Jackson*

Joel James

Ahrein Johnson

Roslin Jose

David Kauvar*

Urooj Khan

Kathryn King

Thanh Le*

Rachel Linker*

Smriti Maskey*

Jordan McIlveen

Deepshika Medapalli

Asana Mohamad

Traci Murray*

Kwansah Ndemo*

Jocelyn Null

Nkechi Ogboh

Uchechi Onwudebe

Chukwuezugo Oranu

Brandon Pate

Kasey Petika

Bailey Preikschat

Julian Rangel*

Natalie Requenez

Maurico Ripley

Shanice Roberts

Brittney Sanderson

Catherine Selvaggi

Katherine Sempeles

Edward Shadiack III

Nistha Shrestha

Sameera Siddiqui

Jennifer Szymankowski 

Punithavathi Velusami

Joseph Vera

Nathaniel Webb*

Haley Young

CANDIDATES FOR 
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

DEGREE

Leslie Allsop*
"Dissemination and Implementation of Asthma 411 
to North Central Texas: Lessons learned to reduce 

the impact of asthma at school"
Major Professor: David Sterling, Ph.D.

Esther Holmes
“Lifestyle Factors and Depressive Symptoms Among 

Permanent Supportive Housing Residents”
Major Professor: Scott T. Walters, Ph.D.

Jialiang Liu
 "Using big data for improving two surveillance 

systems: influenza surveillance using Google 
flu-related search query data and probationers 

absconding surveillance using chronological case 
notes data"

Major Professor: Sumihiro Suzuki, Ph.D.

Md Abdullah Mamun
 "A treatise on independent component analysis 

(ICA) in the presence of noise and its applications 
on neuroimaging"

Major Professor: Rajesh Nandy, Ph.D.

Ndolembai Njesada
“Sickle Cell Disease Awareness, Willingness to be 
Tested and Willingness to Participate in Genetic 
Counseling Among African Immigrants of the 

Democratic Republic of Congo in North Texas”
Major Professor: David Sterling, Ph.D.

Sae-Hawn Park
“The Role of Built Environment and Private Rooms 

For Reducing Hospital Acquired Infections”
Major Professor: Liam O’Neill, Ph.D.

Uloma Igara Uche
“Environment-Wide Association Study on 

Childhood Obesity”
Major Professor: Sumihiro Suzuki, Ph.D.

*With Honors
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 CANDIDATES FOR 
MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE

(NON-THESIS)

Parisa Abadi

Omar Aboudawoud

Rebecca Abrams

Paul Acrey

Rija Ahmed

Syed Ahmed 

Sania Ali

Kathryn Anderson

Cameron Anzel

Maryam Arafat

Urooj Arshad

Heabah Assi

Kishore Balasubramanian

Yves Balikosa

Tamanna Basri

Brittany Bass

Brittany Bedard

Amy Beristain

Tara Bevers

Justin Blakley

Jessica Bland

Elena Boms

Natali Borrego

Makayla Bradbury

Cassendra Brawley

Myles Brewington

Shaylor Bringhurst

Tyler Brown

Julia Bruggemann

Addison Burns

Jack Burrows

Krystopher Byfuglien

Jerry Cao

Ryan Carr

Gregory Carter

Dustin Castleberry

Kristie Chau

Enoch Chauhan

Sazid Choudhury

Phithy Chu

Brian Clark

Patrick Connell

Jolee Connelly

Hannah Cook

Jacob Cronk

Olivia Dahl

Justin Daih

Danyang Dang

Allen Dao

Brandon Dawson

Christopher Del Monte

Ryan Delabar

Arturo Delgado

Tony Do

Jules Edralin

Thomas Egeland

Stephanie Egenti

Tamer Elashyi

Marcell Eldin

Maryann England

Morgan Finley

Claudia Fisch

Andrew Fix

Andrew Fletcher

Alexander Frangenberg

Callie Frank

Michael Fuentes

Deitrich Gerlt

Lily Gill

Meredith Gray

Umme Haideri

Robert Haley

Savannah Hancock

Cherish Henderson

Brittney Hoang

Bethany Holley

Kevin Huynh

Onyeomachi Iheanacho

Dominique Iida

Jordan Ikeler

Jonathan Isenberg

Aaron Jabir

Cherish Jackson

Raina Jain

Savannah Jenkins

Blessing Johnny

Brenner Johnson
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Matthew Joseph

Mamta Kothari

Arathi Kulkarni

Nivetha Kumar

Ivana Le

Christopher Leba

Joyce Lin

Megan Lively

Sloan Long

Ashley Luu

Natalie Ly

Kevin Mai

Trishangi Malla

Sonya Mannala

Matthew Marlatt

Hanna McDonald

Michael Migis

Rachel Millaway

Sherry Mina

Laura Minor

Nisha Mistry

Michael Mogg

Eugene Musundi

Sepideh Nadery

William Neil

Hoang Ngo

Anh Nguyen

Charlton Nguyen

Lynn Nguyen

Martin Nguyen

My Nguyen

My Duyen Nguyen

Nina Nguyen

Tien Nguyen

Viet Nguyen

Jason Nikirk

Dana Olsen

Osaiyaoko Omozee

Yuddy Palacios

Shivam Parbhu

Shayan Parsaei

Ravina Patel

Charles Patrick

Christine Pham

Jonathan Phan

Farzan Poonawala

Hamed Pourmorshed

Shruthi Prabhakar

Matthew Rakaba

Ariana Ramirez

Cynthia Ramirez

Bhargavi Rao

Amsha Reddy

Molly Remondino

Bronte Remsik

Heather Reves

Emily Riddle

Casey Risinger

Terrell Roane

Amanda Saenz

Case Samford

Yara Samman

Naimah Sarwar

Levi Saucedo

Mia Schmolze

Bradley Schott

Cara Schwab

Joshua Seale

Madisen Seidel

Mithil Shah

Husban Shahid

Zeba Tabassum Shaik

Parmida Shamsaifar

Garland Siebert

Joseph Silvaggio

Catherine Stout

Stephanie Stringer

Tiffany Sun

Asma Syed

Christopher Tatman

Novin Tayefeh

Alexandra Taylor

Gabriel Taylor

Katelin Taylor

Quang To

Brandon Tran

Iraj Ullah

Sunitha Valayil

Shruti Veeramachineni

Bradley Vera
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CANDIDATES FOR 
MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE

(NON-THESIS)
(continued) 

Shail Vyas

Michael Wallace

Harrison Walls

Theodore Weber

Christine Wei

Paige Whitaker

William White

Allyson Whitsett

F Willoughby

Julia Wright

Kavya Yeruva

Lucy Yu

Daniela Zabbatino

Nariman Zaher

Andrew Zaugg

Nadia Zulfa

CANDIDATES FOR 
MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE

(THESIS)

Haley Barnes
“Sex Differences in the Oxidative Stress and 

Inflammation Response During and After 
Simulated Hemorrhage in Humans”

Major Professor: Caroline Rickards, Ph.D.

Kelsey Bettex
“Alternative Procedure for DNA Recovery from 

Cartridges and Casings”
Major Professor: John Planz, Ph.D.

Gemma Campos
“The Validation of the RapidHIT ID System for 

Human Identification”
Major Professor: Bruce Budowle, Ph.D.

Natalie Colon
“Variation in mtDNA Heteroplasmy”

Major Professor: Bruce Budowle, Ph.D.

Savannah Cooper
“Remote Recruitment and Data Collection and Its 

Effect of Demographics and Outcome
Variable Scores”

Major Professor: Ladislav Dory, Ph.D.

Geordi Cortez-Neavel
“Building Resilience with Heart Rate Variability 
Biofeedback (HRVB): A Randomized Controlled 
Trial of HRVB to Reduce Emotional Exhaustion/
Burnout in Emergency Department and Intensive 

Care Unit Providers”
Major Professor: Harlan Jones, Ph.D.

Jake Dipasquale
“Intensity of Usual Care Therapeutic Interventions 

in Inpatient Rehabilitation”
Major Professor: John Cameron Miller, Ph.D. 

Bradley D'Souza
“Sex Differences in TLR7-Mediated Renal Injury in 

a Murine Model of Autoimmune-
Associated Hypertension”

Major Professor: Keisa Mathis, Ph.D.

Jonathan Galvez
“Effects of Antioxidants on Nicotine

Recognition in Rats”
Major Professor: Michael Forster, Ph.D.

Teresa Gordon
“Examination of Ventilation Before and After 

Advanced Airway Placement During Continuous 
Chest Compressions

Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation”
Major Professor: Lisa Hodge, Ph.D.

Zachary Hendrix
“The SPADE Symptom Cluster and Physical 

Disability in Chronic Low Back Pain Patients”
Major Professor: Deanna Cross, Ph.D.

Sara House
“Cell-Free mtDNA Copy Number Quantification 

in Alzheimer’s Patients from the Mexican-
American Population”

Major Professor: Nicole Phillips, Ph.D.

Gretchen Johnson
“Optimization and Evaluation of qPCR Duplex 

Assay for mtDNA Copy Number Quantification”
Major Professor: John Planz, Ph.D.

Erik Lam
"An Anatomical Study of the Pelvic Diaphragm"

Major Professor: Rehana Lovely, Ph.D.

Charlene Norgan Radler
“Continuous quality improvement at the

clinical research site: Implementing methods for
coordinators in the Heart and Lung Transplant and

Pulmonary department at Baylor Scott and
White Research Institute”

Major Professor: Stephen Mathew, Ph.D.  

Salma Omar
“Pyruvate-Enriched Preservation of Machine 

Perfused Porcine Kidneys”
Major Professor: Robert Mallet, Ph.D.

Eva Patel
“Analysis of Factors That Affect Recruitment 

Process and Effectiveness of Recruitment Methods 
in Treatment Resistant Depression Study”
Major Professor: Stephen Mathew, Ph.D.
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Kellyn Pollard
“Retrospective Analysis of Phase 3 Clinical Trial 

to Evaluate the Efficacy of Drug B in Anemia 
Secondary to Chronic Kidney Disease”

Major Professor: Stephen Mathew, Ph.D.

Christopher Roig
“The Impact of Circadian Misalignment on Health 

and Wellness in Medical Students”
Major Professor: Brandy Roane, Ph.D.

Jeffrey Rossiter
“The Effect of Dietary Loading on Structural 

Determinants of Force Production
 in the Rat Masseter”

Major Professor: Rachel Menegaz, Ph.D.

Briana Smith
“Validation of the PowerPlex® Fusion 6C System 
and Alternate Robotic Methods on the Hamilton 

MICROLAB® STAR”
Major Professor: John Planz, Ph.D.

Charity Smith
“Chronic Testosterone Deprivation Sensitizes the 

Middle-Aged Rat Brain to Damaging Effects of 
Testosterone Replacement”

Major Professor: Derek Schreihofer, Ph.D.

Ashley Steele
“Craniofacial Morphology of Juvenile Mice with 

Osteogenesis Imperfecta”
Major Professor: Rachel Menegaz, Ph.D.

Jonathan Sweeney
“The Cephalic Vein: Anatomical Study 

and Evaluation of the Coracoid Process as a 
Topographical Bony Landmark”

Major Professor: Rustin Reeves, Ph.D.

Elizabeth Thai
“Evaluating Morphological Variation in Human 

Nasal Passages using 3D Modeling”
Major Professor: Scott Maddux, Ph.D.

Natalia Wiemann
"Use of Bedside Point-of-Care Ultrasound 

(POCUS) among Healthcare Professionals in the 
Emergency Department"

Major Professor: Robert Mallet, Ph.D.

CANDIDATES FOR 
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 

DEGREE

Carey Davis
“Cost Effective Screening of Pharmacogenomic 
Gene CYP2D6 with Microarray Technology”

Major Professor: Bruce Budowle, Ph.D.

Venkata Viswa Edara
 "Insights into the gene expression profiles of 

active and latent R/G-HIV+ human astrocytes: 
Implications for shock or lock therapies in

the brain"
Major Professors: Rance Berg, Ph.D., and

Kathleen Borgmann, Ph.D.

Rachel Kieser
“Typing Highly Degraded DNA Using

Target Equipment”
Major Professor: Bruce Budowle, Ph.D.

Olubusola Okunnu
"The Divergent Roles of Neutrophils and 

Monocytes during Infection with the Intracellular 
Bacterium, Listeria monocytogenes"

Major Professor: Rance Berg, Ph.D.

Gita Pathak
“Genetic characterization of comorbidity patterns

in aging associated diseases using
integrative genomics”

Major Professor: Nicole Phillips, Ph.D.

Casandra Setser
“Differentiation of Hispanic Biogeographic 

Ancestry with 80 Ancestry Informative Markers”
Major Professor: Deanna Cross, Ph.D.

Naomi Swanta
“Blood-based Biomarkers as Indicators of 

Neurocognitive Impairment in HIV+ Individuals”
Major Professors: Rance Berg, Ph.D., and Kathleen 

Borgmann, Ph.D.

John Vitucci
“A Picture of C. difficile Epidemic and Non-
Epidemic Ribotypes: Is There a Difference

in Virulence?”
Major Professor: Jerry Simecka, Ph.D.

Hongxia Zhang
 "Blood inflammatory exosomes contribute to stroke 

outcomes via a complement-microglial axis"
Major Professor: Kunlin Jin, Ph.D.

CANDIDATES FOR 
DOCTOR OF OSTEOPATHIC 

MEDICINE  DEGREE

Stephanie Abrams
Family Medicine

Oklahoma State University Center for
Health Sciences

McAlester, Oklahoma

Syed Ahmed
Neurology

University of Texas at Austin Dell Medical School
Austin, Texas

Rana Akkad
Emergency Medicine

Creighton University Affiliate Hospitals
Phoenix, Arizona

Michael Alavi
Pediatrics

Baylor College of Medicine
Houston, Texas

Jamie Lee Aldakkour
Internal Medicine

HCA Healthcare-University of South Florida 
Morsani Blake, Florida

Jesus Aleman Ozuna
Family Medicine

CHRISTUS Health-Spohn
Corpus Christi, Texas

Murtaza Ali
Pediatrics

University of Texas Health Science Center
San Antonio, Texas

Joshua Allen
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CANDIDATES FOR 
DOCTOR OF OSTEOPATHIC 

MEDICINE  DEGREE
(continued) 

Weldon Allen
Emergency Medicine

University of Texas Health Science Center
San Antonio, Texas

Harsha Alles
Internal Medicine

Henry Ford Hospital
Detroit, Michigan

Neha Anand
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation

University of Arkansas
Little Rock, Arkansas

Megan Anthony
Internal Medicine

Legacy Emanuel-Good Samaritan
Portland, Oregon

Bianca Arechiga
Emergency Medicine
Kern Medical Center
Bakersfield, California

Michael Baillio
Emergency Medicine

University of Texas Health Science Center
San Antonio, Texas

Bryan Baker
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Medical Branch
Galveston, Texas

Mariel Balboa
Family Medicine

Methodist Hospital Houston
Houston, Texas

Mikel Bell
Family Medicine-ONMM
Medical City Fort Worth

Fort Worth, Texas

Pooja Bhakta
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Medical Branch
Galveston, Texas

Michael Boone
Family Medicine

McLennan County Family Medicine
Waco, Texas

Madeleine Bricker
Pediatrics

University of Texas Medical School
Houston, Texas

Lindsay Brooks
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Health Science Center
San Antonio, Texas

Nicholas Broughton
Family Medicine 

Medical City Arlington
Arlington, TX

Ryan Brown
Family Medicine

HCA Houston Healthcare-University of Houston
Houston, Texas

Whitnee Broyles
General Surgery

Baylor University Medical Center
Dallas, Texas

Elaine Bruno
Family Medicine

Texas Tech University Amarillo
Amarillo, Texas

Kirby Buchanan
Emergency Medicine

Sunrise Health Graduate
Medical Education Consortium

Las Vegas, Nevada

Colin Bumann
Emergency Medicine

Oklahoma State University
Center for Health Sciences

Lawton, Oklahoma

Julie Bunyard
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Central Michigan University
Saginaw, Michigan

Lauren Burgess*
Anesthesiology

Vanderbilt University Medical Center
Nashville, Tennessee

Suna Burghul
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Texas Tech University Permian Basin
Odessa, Texas

Rafael Cabello
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Medical Branch
Galveston, Texas

Brittney Campbell
Psychiatry

University of Texas Health Science Center
San Antonio, Texas

William Cates
Surgery Preliminary

Baylor College of Medicine
Houston, Texas

Nicole Caunt*
Neurology

University of Colorado
Aurora, Colorado

Gabriel Cecenas Salas*
Emergency Medicine
University of Missouri
Kansas City Programs
Kansas City, Missouri

Mary Ellen Chang
Emergency Medicine

University of Texas Health Science Center
San Antonio, Texas

*With Honors          ^Students Receiving Military Commissioning 
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Jeffrey Chase
Family Medicine

Family Medicine Residency of Idaho
Boise, Idaho

Millie Chen
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Health Science Center
San Antonio, Texas

Evelyn Chou
Family Medicine

University of Texas Health Science Center
Tyler, Texas

Derek Christensen
Family Medicine

University of Kansas
Wichita, Kansas

Madeline Cohn
Family Medicine

Case Western-Metro Health Medical Center
Cleveland, Ohio

Hannah Colby
Family Medicine

Mayo Clinic School of Graduate Medical Education
Jacksonville, Florida

Bradley Coplin
Transitional Year

HCA Houston Healthcare-University of Houston
Houston, Texas

Guilherme Corral
Family Medicine

Texas Institute for Graduate Medical Education
and Research

San Antonio, Texas

Aubrey Crenshaw*
Internal Medicine

Methodist Hospital Houston
Houston, Texas

Tyler Davis
General Surgery

University of Texas Health Science Center
Tyler, Texas

William Dean
Family Medicine

McLennan County Family Medicine
Waco, Texas

Catherine Dennis^
Pediatrics

Wright Patterson Air Force Base
Dayton, Ohio

Lauren Denson
Emergency Medicine

University of Texas at Austin
Dell Medical School

Austin, Texas

Renu Deshpande
Family Medicine

University of Texas Southwestern Medical School
Dallas, Texas

Giovanny Destin
Internal Medicine

Louisiana State University-New Orleans
New Orleans, Louisiana

Rahul Dewan
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation

University of Texas Southwestern Medical School
Dallas, Texas

Alexander Doan
Family Medicine

Memorial Hermann Hospital
Sugar Land, Texas

William Dodds
Emergency Medicine

CHRISTUS Health-Spohn
Corpus Christi, Texas

Kathryn Dunlap
Pediatrics

Westchester Medical Center
Valhalla, New York

Richard Eames
Urology

Metro Health
Wyoming, Michigan

Christopher Elias
Internal Medicine

Medical City Weatherford
Weatherford, Texas

Dane Eskildsen*
Diagnostic Radiology

Baylor College of Medicine
Houston, Texas

Mark Fersch
Family Medicine

Advent Health Orlando
Orlando, Florida

Paul Figel
Family Medicine

Baylor University Medical Center
Dallas, Texas

Francesca Filipetto*
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation

University of Texas Health Science Center
San Antonio, Texas

Nicolet Finger
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation

University of Texas Health Science Center
San Antonio, Texas

Ryan Flowers
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation

University of Texas Southwestern Medical School
Dallas, Texas

Kelsey Floyd
Pediatrics

University of Arkansas
Little Rock, Arkansas

Greg Fuller
Family Medicine

Spartanburg Regional Healthcare
Spartanburg, South Carolina

Amber Gadson
Obstetrics & Gynecology

University of Texas Medical School
Houston, Texas

*With Honors          ^Students Receiving Military Commissioning 
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CANDIDATES FOR 
DOCTOR OF OSTEOPATHIC 

MEDICINE  DEGREE
(continued) 

Anika Galagoda
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Las Palmas Del Sol Healthcare
El Paso, Texas

Nisarg Gandhi
Internal Medicine

Methodist Hospital Houston
Houston, Texas

Stelin George
Family Medicine

Texas Tech University Amarillo
Amarillo, Texas

Aisha Gillan
Psychiatry

University of Oklahoma
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Jason Gnasigamany
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Health Science Center at Tyler
Good Shepherd Medical Center

Tyler, Texas

Alexandria Goyer
Family Medicine

Medical City Fort Worth
Fort Worth, Texas

Benjamin Greiner
Diagnostic Radiology

University Hospitals Columbia
Columbia, Missouri

Swasti Gyawali
Pediatrics

Baylor-Scott & White
Temple, Texas

Nicole Hager
Emergency Medicine

CHRISTUS Health-Spohn
Corpus Christi, Texas

Kelly Harrell^*
General Surgery

San Antonio Uniformed Services
Health Education Consortium

San Antonio, Texas

Michael Harris
Emergency Medicine

Campbell University-Southeastern Health
Lumberton, North Carolina

Nicola Harris
Pediatrics

University of Texas Medical School
Houston, Texas

Tanner Hegefeld
Psychiatry

Louisiana State University HSC-Shreveport
Shreveport, Louisiana

Jacob Heuring
Family Medicine

Methodist Health System Dallas
Dallas, Texas

Sarah Hmaidan
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Vanderbilt University Medical Center
Nashville, Tennessee

Shelby Hocker
Family Medicine

Texoma Medical Center
Denison, Texas

Callie Hoelscher
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation

Mary Free Bed Hospital
Grand Rapids, Missouri

Corey Holt
Family Medicine

McLennan County Family Medicine
Waco, Texas

Tyler Homewood*
Otolaryngology

St. Elizabeth Health Center
Boardman, Ohio

Kevin Honan
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Medical School
Houston, Texas

Valerie Hopper
Family Medicine

Conroe Regional Medical Center
Conroe, Texas

Susanna Horner
Pediatrics

University of Arkansas
Little Rock, Arkansas

Elijah How
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation
NYU Grossman School Of Medicine

New York, New York

Carly Hubbard
Family Medicine

Texas Tech University Amarillo
Amarillo, Texas

Jaime Huckabee
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Marian Regional Medical Center
Santa Maria, California

Abigail Hunter*
Dermatology

Campbell University-Sampson Regional
Medical Center

Clinton, North Carolina

Emily Hurt
Family Medicine

Baylor-Scott & White
Temple, Texas

Ryan Hyatt^
Surgery Preliminary

San Antonio Uniformed Services
Health Education Consortium

San Antonio, Texas

Tesneem Issa
Pediatrics

Baylor-Scott & White
Temple, Texas

*With Honors          ^Students Receiving Military Commissioning 
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Benjamin Jack
Pediatrics

Walter Reed
Bethesda, Maryland

Saad Jafri
Diagnostic Radiology

Baylor College of Medicine
Houston, Texas

Syeda Javaid
Psychiatry

University of Texas at Austin
Dell Medical School

Austin, Texas

Sonia Jiwani
Family Medicine

Medical City Fort Worth
Fort Worth, Texas

Jaison John*
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Medical Branch
Galveston, Texas

Jeswina John
Pediatrics

University of Texas Health Science Center
San Antonio, Texas

Hania Kahlon
Family Medicine

Methodist Hospital Houston
Houston, Texas

Shin Kang
Internal Medicine

Medical City Fort Worth
Fort Worth, Texas

Sung Kang
Psychiatry

Rowan University
Mount Laurel, New Jersey

Karolina Kata*
Child Neurology

St. Louis Children's Hospital
St. Louis, Missouri

Sylvia Keiser*
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Health Science Center
San Antonio, Texas

Irfath Khan
Neurology

Kettering Health Network-Grandview
Dayton, Ohio

Yohan Kim
Neurology

University of Texas Health Science Center
San Antonio, Texas

Arthi Kovvali
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Health Science Center at Tyler
Good Shepherd Medical Center

Tyler, Texas

David Kraan
Internal Medicine

Medical City Arlington
Arlington, Texas

Bunnarack Kuch^
Internal Medicine

Wright State University Boonshoft
Dayton, Ohio

Pruthali Kulkarni
Internal Medicine

Baylor-Scott & White
Temple, Texas

Annelise Kutzler
Internal Medicine

Medical City Weatherford
Weatherford, Texas

Blaise Langan
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation

University of Texas Health Science Center
San Antonio, Texas

Nicolas LaPuma
Emergency Medicine

University of Texas Health Science Center
San Antonio, Texas

Calvin Le
Diagnostic Radiology

Baylor College of Medicine
Houston, Texas

Jeremy Le
Internal Medicine

Medical City Fort Worth
Fort Worth, Texas

Juan Leuro
Family Medicine

Christus Health-Santo Rosa
San Antonio, Texas

Joseph Lim
General Surgery

HCA Medical City Healthcare Arlington
Arlington, Texas

Alexander Lo
Family Medicine

Advent Health Orlando
Orlando, Florida

Luke Lossau
Emergency Medicine

Louisiana State University HSC-Shreveport
Shreveport, Louisiana

Holly Lout
Family Medicine

University of Kansas
Wichita, Kansas

Theresa MacGregor
Obstetrics & Gynecology

HCA Houston Healthcare-University of Houston
Houston, Texas

Simran Malhotra
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Las Palmas Del Sol Healthcare
El Paso, Texas

Craig Maples
Osteopathic  Neuromusculoskeletal Medicine

Mountain View Regional Medical Center
Las Cruces, New Mexico

*With Honors
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CANDIDATES FOR 
DOCTOR OF OSTEOPATHIC 

MEDICINE  DEGREE
(continued) 

Bryan McGee
Family Medicine

John Peter Smith Hospital
Fort Worth, Texas

Alexander Mendoza
Family Medicine

Texas Tech University El Paso
El Paso, Texas

Ana Montoya
Psychiatry

Tulane University
New Orleans, Louisiana

Alexandra Moore*
Psychiatry

University of Texas at Austin Dell Medical School
Austin, Texas

Pareesa Nathani
Pediatrics

University of Texas Medical Branch
Galveston, Texas

Morgan Neale
Pediatrics

Phoenix Children's Hospital
Phoenix, Arizona

Christopher Nguyen
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation

University Hospitals Osteopathic Consortium
Richmond Heights, Ohio

Diana Nguyen
Psychiatry

TX Institute for Graduate Medical Education
and Research

San Antonio, Texas

Elizabeth Nguyen
Internal Medicine

Medical City Fort Worth
Fort Worth, Texas

Jennifer Nguyen
Pediatrics

University of Texas Medical Branch
Galveston, Texas

Madalyn Nguyen
Dermatology

Samaritan Health Services
Salem, Oregon

Ryan Nguyen
Internal Medicine

Methodist Hospital Houston
Houston, Texas

Ryan Nguyen
Pediatrics

University of Texas Medical School
Houston, Texas

Stephanie Nguyen
Family Medicine

McLennan County Family Medicine
Waco, Texas

Bryan Noblett*
Pediatrics

Medical University of South Carolina
Charleston, South Carolina

Anthony Northcote
Internal Medicine

University of Arkansas
Little Rock, Arkansas

Preston Ooi
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation

Johns Hopkins Hospital
Baltimore, Maryland

Lee Oud
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Health Science Center
San Antonio, Texas

Vineet Paruchuri
Emergency Medicine

Penn State Hershey Medical Center
Hershey, Pennsylvania

Akash Patel
Internal Medicine

Methodist Health System Dallas
Dallas, Texas

Chandani Patel
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Medical Branch
Galveston, Texas

Joshua Pavlik
Emergency Medicine

Florida State University College of Medicine
Sarasota, Florida

Kristen Payne
General Surgery

HCA Medical City Healthcare Arlington
Arlington, Texas

Mitchell Petty
Surgery Preliminary

Louisiana State University-New Orleans
New Orleans, Louisiana

Hien Pham
Internal Medicine

Texas Tech University El Paso
El Paso, Texas

Huan Pham
Pediatrics

University of Oklahoma
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Robin Pham*
Anesthesiology

University of Texas Southwestern Medical School
Dallas, Texas

Ana Phan
Family Medicine

Osteopathic Education Consortium of Oklahoma
Ada, Oklahoma

*With Honors
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Kaitlin Phillips
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Health Science Center
San Antonio, Texas

Devika Pillay
Pediatrics

University of Texas at Austin Dell Medical School
Austin, Texas

Imran Qureshi
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation
Baylor University Medical Center

Dallas, Texas

Justin Richardson
Internal Medicine

Medical City Weatherford
Weatherford, Texas

Cassie Robertson
Internal Medicine

HCA Houston Healthcare-University of Houston
Houston, Texas

Joyce Roy
Internal Medicine

Medical City Fort Worth
Fort Worth, Texas

Bita Salamat*
Pediatrics

Baylor College of Medicine
Houston, Texas

Akanksha Samal
Family Medicine

Advent Health Orlando
Orlando, Florida

Tyler Sams
Family Medicine

UT Saint Thomas Hospitals
Rutherford, Tennessee

Kelly Sanders
General Surgery

University of Texas Medical School
Houston, Texas

Brandon Schmeits
Internal Medicine Preliminary

Medical City Weatherford
Weatherford, Texas

Morgan Schmidt
Psychiatry

University of Kansas
Wichita, Kansas

Alexis Seibert
Emergency Medicine

Ochsner Clinic Foundation
New Orleans, Louisiana

Serene Selli
Family Medicine

Texas A&M Bryan-College Station
Bryan, Texas

Spencer Shastid
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Health Science Center
Tyler, Texas

Tanner Shaw
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation

University of New Mexico
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Rajani Shrestha
Family Medicine

Methodist Health System Dallas
Dallas, Texas

Kathy Shum
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Methodist Health System Dallas
Dallas, Texas

Aditi Singh
Family Medicine

University of Texas Southwestern Medical School
Dallas, Texas

Lucy Smith
Obstetrics & Gynecology

University of Missouri Kansas City Programs
Kansas City, Missouri

Matthew Sowa
General Surgery

Ascension Genesys Hospital
Grand Blanc, Michigan

Matthew Stephens
Psychiatry

Baylor College of Medicine
Houston, Texas

Kevin Sunga
Internal Medicine

HCA Houston Healthcare-University of Houston
Houston, Texas

Sabrina Tan
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation

Virginia Commonwealth University Health
Richmond, Virginia

Tavisty Tarkenton*
Emergency Medicine

University of Texas Health Science Center
San Antonio, Texas

Ross Terada
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Health Science Center
Tyler, Texas

Lini Thomas
Family Medicine

Texoma Medical Center
Denison, Texas

Shelby Tipton*
Internal Medicine

University of Texas Medical Branch
Galveston, Texas

Margaret Tran
Family Medicine

Medical City Fort Worth
Fort Worth, Texas

Martin Tran
Family Medicine

Halifax Medical Center
Daytona Beach, Florida

*With Honors          ^Students Receiving Military Commissioning 
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CANDIDATES FOR 
DOCTOR OF OSTEOPATHIC 

MEDICINE  DEGREE
(continued) 

Jenny Trieu
Family Medicine

Medical City Fort Worth
Fort Worth, Texas

Tyler Ulmer
Family Medicine

North Colorado Medical Center
Greeley, Colorado

Sarah VandenBush*
Obstetrics & Gynecology
John Peter Smith Hospital

Fort Worth, Texas

Shyam Vedantam
Internal Medicine

University of Miami Jackson Health System
Miami, Florida

Andrew Vest
Internal Medicine

Corpus Christi Medical Center
Corpus Christi, Texas

Scott Vicenzi
Internal Medicine Preliminary

Medical City Weatherford
Weatherford, Texas

Michael Vu
Internal Medicine

Methodist Health System Dallas
Dallas, Texas

Thuan Vu
Anesthesiology

University of Texas Medical Branch
Galveston, Texas

Stormy Weiss*
Emergency Medicine

CHRISTUS Health-Spohn
Corpus Christi, Texas

Austin West
Family Medicine

Still OPTI-Peak Vista Family Medicine
Residency Program

Colorado Springs, Colorado

Jacob Weston*
Surgery Preliminary

University of Texas Health Science Center
San Antonio, Texas

Zachary Whitaker
Family Medicine

Honor Health-Osborn
Scottsdale, Arizona

Whitney Whiting
Psychiatry

John Peter Smith Hospital
Fort Worth, Texas

Robert Wilson
Family Medicine

St. Joseph's Health
Syracuse, New York

Alyssa Wilson
Pediatrics

University of Texas Medical School
Houston, Texas

Aaron Wolbrueck^
Transitional Year

Merit Health Wesley
Hattiesburg, Mississippi

Taylor Yakubik
Internal Medicine

Baylor-Scott & White
Temple, Texas

Matthew Young
Diagnostic Radiology

Aurora St. Luke's Medical Center
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

CANDIDATES FOR 
MASTER OF PUBLIC 

HEALTH AND DOCTOR OF 
OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE 

DEGREES

Traci Bartkus
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Texas Tech University Permian Basin
Odessa, Texas

Michael Petrus-Jones*
Pediatrics

Baylor College of Medicine
Houston, Texas

Courtney Plachno
Osteopathic  Neuromusculoskeletal Medicine

Still OPTI-Northeast Regional Medical Center
Kirkville, Missouri

CANDIDATE FOR 
DOCTOR OF OSTEOPATHIC 
MEDICINE AND DOCTOR OF 

PHILOSOPHY DEGREE

Grace Pham
Psychiatry

Baylor College of Medicine - Psych Research
Houston, Texas

“Dysfunctional Neuroimmune Pathways Promote 
the Development and Maintenance

of Lupus Hypertension”
Major Professor: Keisa Mathis, Ph.D.

*With Honors
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 THE HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER, located in
the heart of Fort Worth’s Cultural District, celebrates 
its 50th anniversary this year as it continues to pursue 
solutions for a healthier community through education, 
research and patient care. Established in 1970 with 
the founding of the Texas College of Osteopathic 
Medicine, it soon joined what’s now known as the UNT 
System. The name of the institution was changed to the 
University of North Texas Health Science Center at Fort 
Worth with the addition of the Graduate School
of Biomedical Sciences in 1993. 
 Today, the six-school campus comprises the Texas 
College of Osteopathic Medicine, Graduate School of 
Biomedical Sciences, School of Public Health, School of 
Health Professions, the UNT System College of Pharmacy 
and the TCU and UNTHSC School of Medicine. Key areas 
of inter-professional strength include aging and Alzheimer’s 
disease, applied genetics, primary care and prevention.

 As The University of North Texas Health Science 
Center at Fort Worth observes the 50th anniversary of its 
founding, it also has debuted a new brand identity intended 
to reflect its character, mission and purpose and to sharpen 
its image to the public at large.

 
 

The modern, crisp design represents certain realities:

 • HSC is a future-focused institution, driven by an
         innovative spirit and an entrepreneurial mindset.

 • It is a proud part of the Fort Worth community.

 • It is an essential member of the University of North Texas
         System, but separate and independent of UNT Denton.
         It is part of a greater whole, but with its own identity, its
         own mission, its own purpose.

 The new logo’s distinctive graphic element – the cluster 
of four compass roses – is a reflection of the values that are 
important to us, that guide us, that define our institution’s
“true north.”

THE HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER
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THE  PHARMACIST  OATH

I PROMISE TO DEVOTE MYSELF to a lifetime of service to 
others through the profession of pharmacy. In fulfilling this vow:
 I will consider the welfare of humanity and relief of suffering 
my primary concerns.
 I will apply my knowledge, experience and skills to the best 
of my ability to assure optimal outcomes for my patients.
 I will respect and protect all personal and health 
information entrusted to me.
 I will accept the lifelong obligation to improve my 
professional knowledge and competence.

 I will hold myself and my colleagues to the highest principles 
of our profession’s moral, ethical and legal conduct.
 I will embrace and advocate changes that improve 
patient care.
 I will utilize my knowledge, skills, experiences and values to 
prepare the next generation of pharmacists.
 I take these vows voluntarily with the full realization of the 
responsibility with which I am entrusted by the public.

THE  PHYSICAL THERAPY OATH

AS I ENTER THE PROFESSION to practice as a physical 
therapist, I solemnly and willingly pledge the following upon 
my honor:
 I will accept full responsibility for the roles, obligations 
and actions of the physical therapist.
 I will place the interests and needs of patients above 
my own.
 I will demonstrate respect, compassion and empathy for 
all individuals by advocating on their behalf.
 I will consistently use current knowledge by embracing 
advancement, by challenging mediocrity, and by promoting 
high standards for practice, education and research. 

 I will engage in excellence of care by collaborating 
and communicating effectively with colleagues, with other 
professionals, and most importantly, with the patient.
 I will steadfastly adhere to high ethical principles, 
professional standards, and all rules and regulations that govern 
the physical therapy profession.
 I will provide physical therapy services with humility to 
benefit patients, serve the profession, and positively 
influence society.
 Thus, I accept the responsibilities that accompany the 
practice of physical therapy by freely binding myself to this oath. 

THE  PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT  OATH

I DO HEREBY PLEDGE my loyalty to the physician assistant 
profession into which I am about to enter. 
 I will strive to apply my skills only with the utmost respect 
for the well-being of humanity; being ever vigilant in aiding 
the general welfare of the community, sustaining its laws and 
institutions, and not engaging in those practices which will in 
any way bring shame or discredit upon myself or my profession.
 I will endeavor to work in accord with my colleagues in  
a spirit of progressive cooperation and never by word or by act  
cast imputations upon them.

 I will not permit considerations of nationality, politics, 
prejudice or material advancement to intervene between my  
work and this duty to present and future generations.
 I vow to practice my profession with conscience and dignity.
 In the presence of this gathering I bind myself to this oath, 
making it solemnly, freely and upon my honor.
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THE OSTEOPATHIC OATH

I DO HEREBY AFFIRM my loyalty to the profession I am about 
to enter.
 I will be mindful of my great responsibility to preserve the 
health and the life of my patients, to retain their confidence and 
respect both as a physician and a friend who will guard their 
secrets with scrupulous honor and fidelity, to perform faithfully 
my professional duties, to employ only those recognized methods 
of treatment consistent with good judgment and with my skill 
and ability, keeping in mind always nature’s law and the body’s 
inherent capacity for recovery.
 I will be ever vigilant in aiding the general welfare of the 
community, sustaining its laws and institutions, not engaging in
those practices which will in any way bring shame or discredit 
upon myself or my profession.

 I will give no drugs for deadly purposes to any person, 
though it be asked of me.
 I will endeavor to work in accord with my colleagues in a 
spirit of progressive cooperation and never by word or by act cast 
imputations upon them or on their rightful practices.
 I will look with respect and esteem upon all those who have 
taught me my art.
 To my college I will be loyal and strive always for its best 
interests and for the interests of the students who will come
after me. 
 I will be ever alert to further the application of basic biologic 
truth to the healing arts and to develop the principles of
osteopathic medicine as taught by my profession.
 In the presence of this gathering I bind myself to this oath.
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THE PAGEANTRY AND DRESS of the academic procession 
are inherited from the medieval universities of the 11th and 
12th centuries. Academic life as we know it began in the Middle 
Ages, first in the church and later in the teaching guilds, where 
dress was the outward sign of privilege and responsibility.
 Principal features of academic dress are the gown, cap and 
hood. In 1895, American universities agreed upon a definite 
system of academic dress, which was revised in 1932.
 While it originally may have been worn as protection 
against the cold of unheated buildings, the flowing gown today 
is a symbol of the democracy of scholarship. It is black for all 
dress, with pointed sleeves for the bachelor’s degree. For the 
doctoral degree, the gown is also faced down the front with 
velvet, and its sleeves are trimmed with three bars of velvet in 
the color representative of the faculty or discipline to which the 
degree pertains.
 The academic cap is a sign of freedom of scholarship, and 
the responsibility and dignity with which scholarship endows 
the wearer. The color of the tassel denotes the degree level.
 The hood is trimmed with one or more chevrons of 
a secondary color on the ground of the primary color of 
the college. The color of the facing denotes the discipline 
represented by the degree. The color lining designates the 
college or university from which the dress was granted. Hoods 
are lined in green and white, the colors of the UNT Health 
Science Center until the Spring of 2020.
 Graduates receiving Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine 
degrees and Master of Physician Assistant Studies degrees 
have gowns and hoods trimmed in green. Graduates receiving 
Doctor of Philosophy degrees have gowns and hoods trimmed 
in blue and Doctor of Physical Therapy graduates have gowns 
and hoods trimmed in teal. Graduates receiving Master of 
Science degrees have hoods trimmed in gold. Graduates 
receiving Doctor of Public Health and Master of Public Health 
degrees have hoods trimmed in salmon with Master of Health 

Administration graduates wearing hoods trimmed in white. 
Graduates receiving a Doctor of Pharmacy degree have gowns 
and hoods trimmed in olive. 
 Medallions worn by some faculty are for the academic 
commendation for excellence. They are given to those who 
have received the highest possible ranking on their post-
tenure review. President’s Faculty Award recipient medallions 
honor their contributions to education, research or clinical 
care. Gold cords designate academic honors to the top 10% 
of graduates in the Texas College of Osteopathic Medicine 
and System College of Pharmacy, top 20% of graduates in 
Physician Assistant Studies and top 25% of graduates in the 
School of Public Health. The graduate from each academic 
program who was honored with the Dean’s award will wear a 
traditional stole indicating the honor. The blue and white silk 
cords worn by some faculty and students signify membership 
in Sigma Xi, the scientific research society. Public Health 
graduates and faculty who have been accepted into the Delta 
Omega Honorary Society wear the traditional stole of black 
and salmon. Physician Assistant Studies graduates and faculty 
who have been accepted in the Pi Alpha Honor Society wear 
the traditional honor cords of blue and green. Gold and green 
cords are worn by TCOM faculty and graduates that have 
been accepted into the Gold Humanism Honor Society. The 
brown and white cords are worn by TCOM graduates who 
participated in the Rural Osteopathic Medical Education 
(ROME) Scholars program. 
 UNT Health Science Center graduates who are veterans 
of the United States military are recognized by wearing navy 
blue stoles adorned with the stars and words, “Valor and 
Respect, United States Veteran.” The red, white and blue 
cords are worn by graduates who are currently active-duty or 
will become active-duty upon graduation.

ACADEMIC  REGALIA
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THE MACE

ONCE A FAMILIAR WEAPON in medieval combat, the 
mace evolved over time into a symbol of rulership, and then 
became associated with the pride of a nation and its origins.

Later, the mace was adopted by universities as a symbol 
of the power of the academic quest for truth and wisdom. 
It was, and still is, carried at academic processions not 
only to bring authority to ceremonial occasions, but also 

to symbolize the unity and aspirations of the collegial 
community. The UNT Health Science Center’s mace is 
a mahogany staff bearing the seal of the Health Science 
Center on one side and the seal of the University of North 
Texas on the other. A laurel wreath encircles the two seals, 
symbolically tying them together. The staff signifies the 
continuous filling and outpouring of knowledge within the 
academic institution.
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H S C  A L U M N I  A S S O C I A T I O N

Congratulations and welcome to the 
UNTHSC Alumni Association.

www.unthsc.edu/alumni




