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Biostatistics 

Overview 

In the wake of recent man-made and natural disasters, the US is placing a high priority on building up the nation's 
public health workforce.  Since 2002, Federal funding has increased for public health preparedness, including 
scholarship and loan repayment programs, workforce development grants, and funding for bioterrorism 

preparedness.  What does this mean for you?  It means that with a degree in public health, you’ll be in high 

demand – and on a career path filled with advancement opportunities. 

Biostatistics is the science that applies statistical theory and mathematical principals to research in medicine, 
biology, environmental science, public health and related fields. Public health biostaticians use mathematical and 
scientific methods to determine the cause of disease and injuries, and to identify health trends within 
communities.  

For instance, if you go into this career your research may include estimating the number of deaths from gun 
violence or determining trends in drunk driving injuries. It may also include (among other tasks):  

analyzing the effectiveness of new drugs  

analyzing risk factors for different illnesses  

planning health care interventions  

explaining biological phenomena  

If you like collecting and studying information, forecasting scenarios, and drawing conclusions, this may be the 
perfect health career for you. 

Working Conditions 

Career opportunities for graduates offer competitive salaries. Positions are available in data management, 
pharmacuetical and clinical trials, data analysis and academia. In addition, biostaticians are needed at the 

federal, state, and local levels. 

Academic Requirements 

Before applying to a biostatistics program, you should have a broad knowledge of biology and a solid understanding 
of mathematics and statistical methods and measures. To find accredited schools of health with degree programs 
in biostatics, see the Association of Schools of Public Health (http://www.asph.org/document.cfm?page=753) 

website. 

NOTE: The Schools of Public Health Application Service (SOPHAS) (http://www.sophas.org/GettingStarted.cfm) 
is the centralized, online application service for all applicants applying to an accredited school of public 
health (http://www.sophas.org/participatingSchools.cfm). 

 

Professional Associations 

Association of Schools of Public Health (http://www.asph.org/)  

American Public Health Association (http://www.asph.org/) 

Funding Opportunities 

Search for funding opportunities in this field (http://www.explorehealthcareers.org) 

Enrichment Programs 

Search for enrichment programs in this field (http://www.explorehealthcareers.org) 
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Source 

www.asph.org 

Learn more about this field: 

Public Health (http://www.explorehealthcareers.com/en/Field.11.aspx) 

Salary: $33,000 - $63,000  

Years in school: 6 - 9 *  
Job outlook: Excellent 

* after high school graduation 
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