 G. SOCIALIZATION AND PERMISSIVE EXERCISE OF DOGS 
1. Permissive Exercise of Dogs: 
All dogs housed at UNTHSC will be provided the opportunity for exercise, unless there is justifiable reason to restrict movement, by housing the animals in cages/pens of appropriate size or by releasing them into a designated exercise area. This policy applies to all dogs over 12 weeks of age. Dogs housed individually in cages/pens that provide at least twice the minimum floor space defined in the Animal Welfare Act regulations need not be provided additional opportunity for exercise. Group housed dogs will be provided floor space equal to or greater than the sum of the space required for each dog. Dogs on special studies, including but not limited to toxicology studies, may be individually housed in the required floor space during feeding and during non-working hours. Group housed dogs will be determined to compatible and of the same sex. These dogs may be separated as required for examinations, treatment, feeding, etc. 

2. Dogs Exempt from Exercise:
a. Dogs can be exempted because of poor health or well being as determined by the Attending veterinarian. All exemptions will be reviewed every 30 days unless the condition is permanent. 

b. Dogs can be exempted because of scientific reasons as specified by the principal investigator and documented in a research proposal, which has been reviewed and approved by the “Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee” 

3. Socialization: Singly housed dogs will be located, whenever possible, as to see and hear other dogs. Single housed dogs will also receive positive interactive attention from the caretakers, at least daily. 

4. Record Keeping: A file exemptions from exercise will be maintained.  Animals group housed may on occasion be separated from purposes of cleaning runs/rooms or individual treatment/conditioning etc. When the separation extends beyond 24 hours, it will be documented in the room log and health records.

5. Review and Revision: The program plans for the exercise of dogs will be reviewed by the attending veterinarian and the IACUC, during the committee’s semiannual review of facilities animal care and use program. 

6. Status of Compliance: All dogs will be housed in appropriately sized caging or runs so that none to be provided with additional opportunity for exercise. However, in the case where a large dog might not have twice the available floor space, the animal would be exercised outside of the cage for at least thirty minutes three times weekly. In compatible dogs should be exercised individually. 
