VI.  OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH PROGRAM
The occupational health program at UNT HSC is monitored by several interactive committees and departments.  The purpose of this policy is to serve as a reference to all policies and requirements that effect personnel creating or working under an IACUC protocol.  The occupational health program is an important component of the institution’s animal care and use program.  In order to maintain a high level of safety for all individuals involved in the care and use of research animals it is necessary to monitor use of hazards materials in the lab.  

The IACUC adheres to all policies and regulations provided by NIH, USDA, CDC, UNTHSC, safety office, IBC, and DLAM that concern the health and safety of individuals involved in research.  These policies are general in natural and will not provide all safety needed by each individual laboratory. It is ultimately the Principal Investigators responsibility to assure that all personnel are trained properly in the use of equipment, chemicals, and other possible hazards.  

A. OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH MONITORING
As stated in the DLAM policy manual, “Any person listed on an animal use protocol as having direct or indirect animal contact, or anyone having significant contact with animal areas or animal tissues must be enrolled in the occupational health program.  This includes veterinary staff, husbandry staff, researchers and their staff, students and facilities/utilities maintenance personnel and Campus Police.  Enrollment includes completion of a Medical Health Questionnaire (MHQ) outlining health history and any medical problems, consultation with a medical health professional in the Student/Employee Health Clinic and completion of any required immunizations.  Update of the MHQ is required annually.”  The private investigator must assure compliance to this policy at the time of the annual protocol review. 

B.  TRAINING
The Animal Welfare Act was revised in 1985 to include training requirements for personnel working with animals. The IACUC is to administer the training program at each institution.  Policy training is required during the new employee training session.  The training is required by anyone having significant contact with animal areas or animal tissues.  It will cover both IACUC and DLAM policies related to safety and animal care while using the facilities.  As with the live animal training, policy training must be completed before you may have access to the animal facilities.  

Protocols will not receive approval unless evidence of personnel training is provided. (There is a six-month grace period for new investigators, staff and students). 

C. HAZARDOUS MATERIALS
Hazardous materials are biological, chemical, or physical items which have the potential to cause harm to humans, animals, or the environment.  These materials are either hazardous on their own or they have the potential to be hazardous through interaction with other factors.  The use and disposal of hazardous materials is regulated by several agencies, including: the CDC, OSHA, and the Department of Health and Human Services.  These regulations must be followed by all personnel who may have contact with hazardous materials and DLAM facilities are capable of containing such hazards.  For this reason, Principal investigators must discuss any radioactive or biohazardous materials with the relevant safety committees before submitting an animal use protocol.  

Please refer to the Institutional Safety Manual for more information on hazardous materials, including proper disposal.  

1. Biohazards

Biohazards can be defined as biological agents and materials which are potentially hazardous to humans, animals, or the environment.  This includes: microbial pathogens, parasites, recombinant DNA, cell cultures containing potentially infectious agents (ie. viroids, prions), and other infectious agents as outline by the Institutional Biosafety Committee.  Before a proposal using these agents is submitted to the IACUC it must be reviewed by the Biosafety Officer.  The IACUC requires that a written statement, from the biosafety officer be submitted with the protocol that outlines any recommendations or alternatives for the use of the materials.  For more information please contact Maya Nair, UNTHSC Biosafety Officer, extension 5431 or Dr. Jerry Simecka, Biosafety Committee Chair.

2. Radioactive material

Radioactive material is any substance that emits radiation.  Exposure to radiation could pose serious health risks to personnel and to the community if improperly used or disposed.  Radioisotopes, the unstable atoms or isotopes that emit the radiation, are commonly used in research.  Radioisotopes can only be used in laboratories of an official, authorized user and all procedures that generate radioactive carcasses must be approved in advance by the Radiation Safety Officer.  The Safety Office provides radioactive safety training, response to radioactive contamination or misuse issues, and radioactive waste removal.  For more information, please contact the Safety Office at extension 2697.

3. Chemical Hazards

A chemical hazard is any chemical that has the potential to cause harm to people, animals, or the environment.  These can include: flammable liquids or solids, corrosives, oxidizers, toxins, and carcinogens, to name a few.  It is the responsibility of the investigators to monitor the use and disposal of these chemicals in the laboratory.  The IACUC may require justification as to why a safer compound cannot be used.  It is encouraged to contact the Safety Office if there are any questions or concerns regarding the use of chemical hazards.  They can be reached at extension 2697.
