B. GUIDELINES FOR MULTIPLE MAJOR SURVIVAL SURGERIES USING ANIMAL RESEARCH SUBJECTS 

In accordance with Title 9, Code of federal Regulations, Subchapter A, Parts 1 through 3, Animal Welfare Act; Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals; and the National Institutes of Health Publication 92-3415, Institutional Care and Use Committee Guidebook, the scientific need for the performance of multiple survival surgery is to be examined by the UNTHSC IACUC at the time of the initial and continuing review of all research protocols involving the use of animals. Efforts are made to avoid multiple major survival surgeries in research protocols using animal subjects. However, there may be situations where there is a scientific need for performance of multiple survival surgeries.

1. Definitions: 
a. Multiple major survival surgeries are defined as surgical interventions that: (1) Penetrate and expose a body cavity, i.e., chest, cranium or abdomen OR (2) Produce substantial impairment of physical or physiologic function 

b. Surgical procedures requiring only limited access and accomplished using rigid or flexible videoscopes, e.g., arthroscopy, laparoscopy, etc., would be normally considered minor procedures as long as they do not result in significant pain or impairment of mobility, exempting them from the prohibition of more than one survival procedures per animal. 

2. Duties: 
The UNTHSC IACUC will examine research protocols involving the use of animal subjects to assure that multiple survival surgeries are avoided unless essential to the objectives of the research protocol. Multiple survival surgeries can be justified if: 


• They are related components of a research protocol. 


• They conserve scarce animal resources. 


• They are needed for clinical reasons as determined by the attending veterinarian. 

The primary investigator will: 

a. Provide a justification for multiple major survival surgeries in the written research protocol. 

b. Understand that convenience or monetary savings will not be adequate justifications. 
