
 

 

 

 

UNTHSC Community Garden 
2018 Annual Summary  

 
Mission:  To enhance university and community engagement, promote sustainable food production, and educate on 

health and nutrition, environmental stewardship, and organic gardening techniques. 

 
GENERAL SUMMARY: 

The UNTHSC Community Garden completed its fifth year in 

operation.  This year was a transitional year with staff and 

volunteer changes as well as physical changes to the 

garden.  Shelly Borders, our volunteer Garden Coordinator 

for the 2017-2018 term, decided to invest her time in other 

projects, and the Office of Sustainability decided it was 

time to hire a part-time staff member to help manage the 

garden.  We welcomed Donna Honkomp, Community 

Garden Administrative Associate, to the garden in October.  

She has been working hard on garden maintenance, 

meeting new and existing gardeners, and planning projects 

for 2019.  We would like to thank Shelly for her hard work 

this past year and welcome Donna! 

One of the most important physical changes to the garden this year was in partnership with the Miles Foundation Early Learning 

Center with Lena Pope here at the UNTHSC.  This child development center borders the back of our community garden, and 

we worked with them to expand their outdoor play area including taking in one of our garden plots. That area is fenced in from 

the garden, and the children seem to enjoy gardening that plot.   

 FOOD BANK DONATIONS: 

Because of weather and therefore fewer Harvest Days where we collect donations for the food banks, our donations were 

lower this year than the previous two years.  Total donations of 182.88 lbs. went to both the North Intercommunity Agency 

(NICA) and the UNTHSC Student 

Pantry.  A summary of the garden’s 

donations to date is below.  Since 

2014, we have donated 1174.63 lbs., 

and we aim to donate over 500 lbs. in 

2019! 

 

VOLUNTEER HOURS:  

The UNTHSC Community Garden provided several opportunities throughout the year to volunteer whether through Work Days 

(scheduled general garden maintenance), harvesting for the food bank, and special events.  In fact, we estimated 427 volunteer 

hours for the year between all the volunteer opportunities! 

 

 

 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

NICA 75.25 121 243.25 345.25 133.5 

UNTHSC Student Pantry N/A N/A 71.5 135.5 49.38 

Total 75.25 121 314.75 480.75 182.88 

        

GRAND TOTAL     1174.63 



 

 

 

 

COMPOST BINS = WASTE DIVERSION 

For the third year now, we had 3 compost bins in operation and a fourth for finished compost.  The bins and maintenance are 

overseen by a team of volunteers, and we have continued collecting food waste from the neighboring restaurant, Saint-Emilion 

Restaurant.  Volunteers pick up pre-consumer kitchen scraps 5 days a week although we are transitioning to 4 days a week for 

2019.  An estimated 2,400 lbs. of food waste has been diverted from the landfill and added to our compost bins this year alone!  

This will produce rich, nourishing compost for our gardeners.  A special thanks to community member, Jim Atteberry, for 

organizing the compost team volunteers for most of the year! 

EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH 

The UNTHSC Community Garden is committed to providing 

educational opportunities for our gardeners, campus, and 

larger community.  The garden hosted its annual Planting 

Day in March where local farmer, Charlie Blaylock, from 

Shine’s Farmstand guided our gardeners about best 

practices, controlling pests organically, etc.   

As far as educating the community and children specifically, 

Sandy Bauman, Sustainability Coordinator, spoke to a first 

grade class at North Hi Mount Elementary about soil and its 

importance in gardening.  The students did group projects 

on rocks, and Sandy participated as a judge.  The garden is continually looking for ways to expand our educational outreach, 

and we have plans to do so in the future especially through Lunch & Learns, garden potlucks, etc.   

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS! 

Thank you to the following partners for their generous donations to our garden over the last 5 years.  Your support has positively 

impacted our community and helped us to fulfill our university’s mission to create solutions for healthier community!  A special 

thank you to Calloway’s Nursery for donating plants, compost, and fertilizers for our Planting Day in March and Silver Creek 

Materials for donating almost 30 cubic yards of mulch this past fall! 

 Archie’s Gardenland 

 Calloway’s Nursery 

 Four Star Café 

 Freehling’s Tree Service 

 Marshall Grain Co. 

 Silver Creek Materials 

 Saint-Emilion Restaurant 

 Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Tarrant County 

 UNTHSC Facilities Management 

 UNTHSC Sustainability Committee 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Questions? Please contact or Donna Honkomp, Community Garden Administrative Associate, at 

donna.honkomp@unthsc.edu or Sandy Bauman, UNTHSC’s Sustainability Coordinator, at sandy.bauman@unthsc.edu.  

Website:  unthsc.edu/communitygarden 
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