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Mission:  To enhance university and community engagement, promote 
sustainable food production, and educate on health and nutrition, environmental 
stewardship, and organic gardening techniques. 

 
 

GENERAL SUMMARY: 

The UNTHSC Community Garden completed its sixth 
year of operation.  We welcomed Celina Esekawu, 
Community Garden Administrative Associate, to the 
garden in May.  She has been working hard on garden 
maintenance, meeting new and existing gardeners, 
and planning projects for 2020.  We would like to 
thank the Garden Steering Committee for their 
additional support this past year and welcome 
Celina! 

In October, we celebrated the garden’s five year 
anniversary with a celebration that welcomed over 
120 people to the space. The vegan, waste-free 
event honored those who were integral in the 
development of the garden and those who have been 
long-time gardeners and supporters.  

 

 FOOD BANK DONATIONS: 

Due to tranisitioning staff, weather and therefore fewer Harvest Days our donations were lower this year than the 
previous years.  However, we were able to harvest and donate fruit from our plum and pear trees for the first year 
due to the care and maintenance of our Grounds Foreman and Garden Steering Committee member, Dean Conine. 
Total donations of 149.5 
lbs. went to both the North 
Intercommunity Agency 
(NICA) and the UNTHSC 
Student Pantry.  The chart 
shows a summary of the 
garden’s donations to 
date.  Since 2014, we have 
donated 1324.13 lbs., and 
we aim to donate over 300 
lbs. in 2020 by increasing 
plant variety and providing more gardener support. 

 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
NICA 75.25 121 243.25 345.25 133.5 128.5 
UNTHSC 
Student Pantry N/A N/A 71.5 135.5 49.38 21 

Total 75.25 121 314.75 480.75 182.88 149.5 

         
GRAND TOTAL     1324.13  

 



VOLUNTEER HOURS:  

The UNTHSC Community Garden provided several opportunities throughout the year to volunteer whether through 
Work Days (scheduled general garden maintenance), harvesting for the food bank, and special events.  In fact, we 
estimated 551 volunteer hours for the year between all the volunteer opportunities! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMPOST BINS = WASTE DIVERSION: 

For the fourth year now, we’ve had a 3-bin composting system.  The bins and 
maintenance are overseen by a couple of dedicated volunteers and Celina. 
This past spring, we began collecting coffee grounds from local coffee shops, 
Ampersand and Starbucks.  We 
picked up grounds or they are 
dropped off, then added to our 
compost pile.  We have diverted 
an estimated 917lbs. of coffee 
grounds from the landfill this year 
alone!  It has been converted to 
rich, nourishing compost for our 
gardeners to use.  A special 
thanks to community member, 

Sally Dieb, for her ongoing 
commitment to composting and to 

Tarrant Area Food Bank (TAFB) and the City of Fort Worth for their 
concerted effort to increase composting and making the practice more 
accessible. We look forward to increasing our waste diversion in 2020.     

 

 

Event 
Length of 

Event (hrs) People # of Events 
Total 
Hours 

Harvest Days 1 2 12 24 
Gardener Volunteer 

Commitment 0.5 35 12 210 
Work Days 2 32 3 192 

Event Support 2 23 1 46 
Steering Committee 

Meetings 1 7 3 21 
Planning Committee 

Work 1 3 4 12 
Compost Turning 0.5 1 52 26 

Non-Gardener 
Volunteer Hours 1 4 5 20 

Total Hours    551 
 



NATIVE PLANTS AND POLLINATOR HABITAT AREARS: 

In effort to promote environmental stewardship, we have 
designated areas to support native flora and fauna. Gardener and 
Native Plants Society of Texas member, Laura Penn, has been key 
in advocating for these areas and educating others about their 
importance. This year we saw, Gayfeather, Sunflowers, 
Coneflower, Lantana, Boneset, 
and many more native plants that 
help support a healthy garden 
ecosystem. Many of the stalks of 
the sunflowers are left 
throughout the fall and winter as 
a habitat for bees, butterflies, 
moths and other pollinators and 
beneficial insects.  

 

 

 

EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH & COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT: 

The UNTHSC Community Garden is committed to 
providing educational opportunities for our 
gardeners, campus, and larger community.  The 
garden hosted a Bed prep Day in Feb where TAFB 
Community Garden Coordinator, Becca Knutson, led 
a hands-on workshop about soil amendments. Soil 
and materials were provided by Silver Creek 
Materials and Archie’s Gardenland.  Becca also 
facilitated a Fall Gardening Lunch & Learn in August 
to promote growing in cooler weather. We 
strengthened our relationship with the Lena Pope 
Day Care and Celina will lead Learn and Grow 
sessions with the kids in 2020. To increase on-
campus garden engagement and awareness we 
reached students through tabling events, presentations 
to student groups and hosted student service work days. This year, we also added five new students to our Garden 
Steering Committee. 

We offered tours to the community and engaged with a local church looking to expand their community garden and 
increase access to fresh foods in their community. A church representative and Celina presented to the Black Graduate 
Student Association about how community gardening can strengthen resiliency and increase better quality of life in 
underserved communities. To stay connected to the larger food justice movement in the area, Celina regularly attends 
the Community Garden and Urban Agriculture working group meetings with the Tarrant County Food Policy Council. 
We continually look for ways to expand our educational outreach and community involvement.   

 



THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS! 

Thank you to the following partners for their generous donations to our garden over the last 6 years.  Your support 
has positively impacted our community and helped us to fulfill our university’s mission to create solutions for healthier 
community!  A special thank you to Calloway’s Nursery and Archie’s Gardenland for donating plants, compost, and 
fertilizers, Tarrant Area Food Bank Community Garden for donating seeds and woodchips, and to Silver Creek Materials 
for donating soil! 

• Archie’s Gardenland 
• Calloway’s Nursery 
• Four Star Café 
• Freehling’s Tree Service 
• Marshall Grain Co. 
• Silver Creek Materials 
• Saint-Emilion Restaurant 
• Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Tarrant County 
• Tarrant Area Food Bank Community Garden 
• UNTHSC Facilities Management 
• UNTHSC Sustainability Committee 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Questions? Please contact or Celina Esekawu, Community Garden Administrative Associate, at 
celina.esekawu@unthsc.edu or Sandy Bauman, UNTHSC’s Sustainability Coordinator, at sandy.bauman@unthsc.edu.  

Website:  unthsc.edu/communitygarden 
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