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A. Personal Statement
Avani Mody is 5th year graduate student enrolled in NTERI’s PhD program under mentorship of Dr. Abbot Clark. Her research project is focused on understanding the role of transcriptional regulators IDs (inhibitor of DNA binding protein) in trabecular meshwork cells and developing IDs (ID1 and ID3) as novel therapeutic candidate addressing glaucoma pathogenesis. She has presented her work at international conferences like ARVO and Cell symposia. Avani has also successfully secured a Sigma Xi grant (2015) related to her project and is an associate Sigma Xi member. Prior to joining NTERI Lab, Avani had completed her Masters in applied genetics from Bangalore University. After graduating she has worked as research scientist and product developer in S.L.R. Ranbaxy and Xycton diagnostic respectively.
Outside of academics, Avani is involved in fund raising activities for cancer patient and orphan kids. She has also volunteered for relay for life (2009-2013) and vision screening for UNTHSC community outreach program (2015). She was also a professional swimmer and has won several awards in short distance and open water swimming competitions. In her free time she enjoys the company of her cannon 60D, bare foot running and learning about various cultures and cuisines.
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