
Frequently Asked Questions about the PDRT Program 
 
1.  Who is eligible to apply? 
The program is to diversify the biomedical and behavioral workforce.  As such, eligibility for the 
program is for individuals from groups underrepresented in biomedical and behavioral sciences 
OR individuals who work with underrepresented groups and health disparity research. 
 
2.  Are Graduate Students eligible? 
The program is intended for students in health professions (TCOM, SPH, SHP and SCOP). 
 
3.  What is the duration of this research project? 
NIH (funding agency) has stipulated a 10 week program.  However, based on TCOM schedule, 
we will develop a program where you can spend maximum possible time during summer and 
then spend additional time during the winter break so that we will fulfill the 10 week 
requirement. 
 
4.  What are the research projects? 
We have a number of faculty members from GSBS, SPH and TCOM who have provided letters of 
support for the program.  Once your application is reviewed and you are accepted for the 
program, we will provide you a list of faculty mentors and their area of research.  You will then 
have an opportunity to contact them directly and make arrangements for a research project 
that is of interest to you. 
 
5.  What if I already have a research mentor in mind? 
If you already have a research mentor in mind, then we will work with you to use this program 
opportunity for the project.  If the mentor is not on our faculty list, we will be happy to add 
them to our faculty roster. 
 
6.  Is this research a team project? 
The research you will be conducting is an individual research project under a mentor.  That 
does not rule out more than one of you participating in a large project and you each have a 
distinct subproject. 
 
7.  Can I refer a friend to the program? 
Definitely.  You can provide the application link that I have given you. 
 
8.  What are the start and end dates? 
This has not been decided yet.  Thanks to some of you who have told me the summer break 
dates, we will work with you on this. 
 
9.  Are there funds for research? 
Yes.  The research mentor’s lab will receive $3,000 towards the cost of reagents and supplies for the 
PDRT scholar project. 


