
 
 
 

Turnitin and the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) 
 

The Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) prohibits institutions from releasing personally 
identifiable information from a student’s educational records to third parties without the written consent 
of the student. Such personally identifiable information includes the student's name and identification 
number or any other information that alone or in combination is linkable to the student's identity by that 
third party. Because student assignments may contain such personally identifiable information, it is 
important that faculty members understand when a student's written consent is necessary for using 
Turnitin and how to obtain this consent. The following guidelines have been prepared by CLEAR in 
cooperation with the UNT Office of General Counsel in order to assist faculty with using Turnitin in a 
manner that is compliant with FERPA regulations. 

 
There are two methods for using Turnitin for written assignments. The first method involves the student 
making the submission to Turnitin. With the second method, the instructor makes the submission on 
behalf of the student. In both cases students should be informed that their papers will be submitted to 
Turnitin. However, requirements for obtaining students’ written consent depend upon the method used. 

 
Method 1: Students Submit Papers 
Faculty members do not need to obtain consent from students to have them submit their own papers to 
Turnitin as long as the course syllabus includes a notice informing students that they are required to 
submit written assignments to Turnitin prior to submitting for grading. 

 

 
Sample Syllabus Notice: 
Students are required to submit written assignments for this class to Turnitin, a web‐based plagiarism 
detection service that is not affiliated with the University of North Texas Health Science Center. Before 
submitting your paper to Turnitin, it is recommended that you remove your title page and other 
personally identifiable information. 

 

 
Method 2: Faculty Submit Papers on Students' Behalf 
Faculty members who choose the method of submitting assignments to Turnitin on behalf of students 
(individually or in bulk) are responsible for obtaining written consent or electronic signatures of the 
students before doing so or must make certain that no personally identifiable information is on the 
material prior to submission. This can be accomplished by providing students with an Authorization to 
Release Assignments to Turnitin form and asking them to complete and sign it. Students may either 
authorize the instructor to release their assignments (with personally identifiable information) to Turnitin 
or may instead agree to provide the faculty member with an identical copy of the assignment with 
personally identifiable information removed. 

 
The link below leads to an authorization form that can be printed and handed out in class to obtain 
written consent of students in the event the instructor wishes to submit class assignments to Turnitin for 
the students. 

 
• Authorization to Release Assignments to Turnitin (for printing and handing out) 

 
 

We hope that these guidelines are helpful. If you should have any questions or concerns about the use of 
Turnitin with regard to FERPA regulations, please let me know. 

 
 
 
 

Created on April 29, 2010 
Edited on May 24, 2015 

http://web.unthsc.edu/downloads/file/6275/authorization_to_release_assignments

